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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
As-salamu ‘alaykum wa-rahmatullahi wa-barakatuh
Re: Moonsighting Queries for United Kingdom
We would like to request answers to a few queries in accordance with the Shariah.

British Muslims historically followed the Moonsighting of Morocco for the establishment of
Islamic months. It is also the stated Fatawa of most Ulama as officially given starting from Mufti
Abdur-Raheem Lajpuri (RA) in Fataw-e-Rahimiyyah (vol 9) in 1976 through the decades to Darul-
uloom Deoband in 2007 (and beyond).

In the early 1980’s, there was an occasion where the news arrived late and caused some
confusion. The issue occurred again in 1986. Due to this confusion, some Deobandi Ulama
gathered together and in the Mushwara they admitted that Saudi Moonsighting has errors,
nevertheless there was scope to follow Saudi Arabia for the sake of unity. Maulana Yaqoob
Qasmi (DB) who was the only graduate of Darul-uloom Deoband with knowledge, study and
expertise on Astronomy vociferously disagreed. 1986 was the start of some Deobandi Ulama
beginning to follow Saudi Arabia.

The limited scope of permissibility has become de-facto following of Saudi Arabia in all 12
months in many Mosques across Britain.

In 2019, there are over 3,300 Mosques and Musaallahs in Britain and majority of British Muslims
have never and still do not follow Saudi Arabia for their Islamic declarations. Moonsighting in
Morocco is followed by various groups of British Muslims in United Kingdom.

Wifaqul Ulama was founded in 2006 and has continued to coordinate monthly Moonsighting.

Attempts to sight the Moon within Britain are made every single month and in the absence of
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moonsighting (in Britain), credible and trusted “Khabar” is obtained from countries East of
Britain.

Wifaqul Ulama has official bilateral agreements in writing with countries East of Britain and it is
shown on our website.

https://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/criteria/

Our system of Moonsighting is shared with and endorsed by major Darul-ulooms in India and
Pakistan and the relevant Fatawa are found on our website.

The official record of Moonsighting for the past 13 years is publicly present on our website.

We have the Astronomical data for each month, our Ulama are well-trained in physically
sighting the Moon and the use of Astronomical data. We have also had discussions with Mufti
Asadullah Shehbaaz from your institution on this topic and have shared our expertise with him.

Our first question to you is about Saudi declarations for most of the year. Our understanding at
this time is that Majlis al-Qada’ in Saudi Arabia does not make Qadha for all 12 Islamic months.
It does so for certain months such as, Sha’baan, Ramadhan, Shawwal, Dhul-Hijjah etc and when
there is no Qadha there is nothing for (British) Muslims to follow. What is your opinion on this
matter?

Secondly, we have established groups of Ulama and the list is advertised for the country.
However, it is possible for Muslims to report Moonsighting from areas which are remote in
terms of presence of and access to Ulama. These Ulama cannot meet the one sighting the
crescent face to face and verify the testimony in some cases. We discussed the matter in our
Darul-Iftaa and have decided to forward the query to your institution. Is it permissible for our
(trained Ulama) to verify Moonsighting on Skype when physical access is not possible and where
time to declare an Islamic month is of the essence. It should be noted that when the crescent is
sighted in Britain, there is overwhelming chance that it will be sighted in Morocco (and most
likely) in South Africa. Therefore, before the sunset in Britain we would have received the
credible and trusted “Khabar” from Ministry of Religious Affairs Morocco and (may be) even
from United Ulama of South Africa (UUCSA) in writing. It is extremely unlikely for the crescent
to be sighted in Britain but not in Morocco. We have groups of Ulama and experts sighting the
Moon throughout the country but it is still possible for a testimony to come from a distant and
remote part of the country.

Thirdly, as you are well aware that Britain has two unique problems with regards to sighting of
the crescent. Britain is a high-latitude country and the weather is generally cloudy. However, it
is comparatively easier to sight the crescent in France (which borders our country) and the
locations in France are also ideal. We have visited one of the Moonsighting sites in France,
studied their methods and satisfied ourselves with their methodology. We receive monthly
reports from them. It is not possible for a Muslim to fly to France to one of their Moonsighting
locations, sight the Moon and return to testify in front of the Ulama (in Britain). France (unlike
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Britain) does not have an organised system of Qadha and verification of Ulama (for their
Moonsighting) is absent. Is it possible for us to receive testimony of Moonsighting from France
via Skype from the team and Muslims whom we have met and are familiar to us? Once again,
we would like to reiterate that astronomically if the crescent is sighted in France there is an
overwhelming chance that it will be sighted in Morocco (and most likely) in South Africa.
Therefore, before the sunset in Britain we would have received the credible and trusted
“Khabar” from Ministry of Religious Affairs Morocco and (may be) even from United Ulama of
South Africa (UUCSA) in writing.

Both of our questions are to facilitate local sighting in our country or as close to it as possible.
In case of France, it is right next door to our country and shares a border with us.

We request your Duas and look forward to hearing from you.

Jazakallahu Khayran

As-salamu ‘alaykum wa-rahmatullahi wa-barakatuh

Shaykhul-Hadeeth Maulana Mohammad Ayub Surti (DB)
Muti Yusuf Sacha (DB)

Maulana Marghoob Ahmed Lajpuri (DB)

Qari Shoyaib Nurgat (DB)
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Preface:

1. The actual ruling regarding Moonsighting is:

a. In a Muslim country a person or committee delegated by the official authority to
make the decision on moonsighting, will make the announcement after conducting
a proper gada process. This entity will be such that the common people rely on it
and includes at least one Alim who has knowledge and understanding of Qadha

and specially moonsighting.

However, in a non-muslim country a group of Ulama shall have this authority and
establish a committee which is to declare a decision on moonsighting.

b. Itis preferred to have local moonsighting conducted and try to unite the muslims

upon it.

+9221-1111-68384

aski@almufuoniine.com

www. almuftionline.com

Phase 1, Sector: 4, Ahsanabad, Karachi, Pakistan
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c. Ifforanyvalid reason e.g. where the sky is generally not clear enough for the moon
to be sighted then they can announce the moonsighting based on the authentic
decision of a place which is near to them, but this has to be done by either of the
three shariah procedures “shahdah ala sahad” or “shahadah alal gadha” or
“istafada”. So wherever the moon is declared sighted and the news reaches the
ulama by either of the three ways just described, the decision can be accepted as
followed. The meaning and detail of “istafada” can be read in “ahsan ulfatwa” , v:4,
p:471.

2. The declaration of moonsighting in Saudi Arabia is mainly for the implementation in its
own boundaries, it cannot be implemented directly in other countries unless the
moonsighting committee of that place accepts it in accordance with the shar’i conditions
as described above. However it is found that Saudi moonsighting declarations are
sometimes unsatisfactory and non-reliable in the light of astronomical data, additionally
Saudi moonsighting is not done according to the principles of Hanafi school of thought.
Therefore it is advised not to consider Saudi Arabia’s moonsighting as standard to be
taken, rather such as country should be followed where the system of moonsighting is
satisfactory and is closer geographically and timewise. The details of this can be seen in
ahsan ulfatwa” , v:4, p:426.

Now the answer to your question is as followed:

As mentioned above it is preferred to follow a country other than Saudi Arabia especially if what
is stated in the question is actually the case.
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Taking witness via Skype is permissible

The answer to both of these question is that if the following condition are met then it is
permissible to accept witness because this will be considered one sitting (majlis):

a- There is no possibility of deception, for example: the one who testifies to have seen the
moon must be seen to be a muslim etc
b- Making sure that the condition of witnessing the moon are met.

However, an endeavour should be made that a committee of muslims is made in France, which
takes witnesses and makes the decision, then inform you. It should be noted that if the moon
can be sighted in the local region then effort to sight is made, a different country should not be
made the standard if there is possibility of moon being sighted locally.
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