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The Islamic Calendar according to Muslims in the UK

1.0 Intr 1

The Islamic Calendar referred to as the Hijri Calendar is followed by Muslims across the
world in order to fulfil their religious obligations. There are certain months which carry
more relevance due to the significant religious acts which are performed during them;
namely, Ramadan, Shawwal, Dhi al-Hijja and Muharram, having said that there are
religious acts within the other months as well. The purpose of this paper is to investigate
the methodology that Muslims in the UK adopt in order to determine the start of the
Islamic months. The paper will restrict itself to those positions within the definition of
observation rather than astronomical predictions. The reason is two-fold; firstly in order to
maintain focus in the study and secondly, more importantly to be legally sound. One matter
is clear from the outset which is that this topic has become politically-motivated and
divisive within the community of Ulama and conclusions are jumped to without looking at
the legal position. It is for this reason that names of organisations and individual scholars
will not be mentioned or attributed to positions unless absolutely necessary; the author
will adopt Imam TahawT's remarkable approach for his time of discussing positions rather
than personalities. It is important we explore this topic from the perspective of the legal
positions rather than the scholars who adopt them. There will be little mention of the
supportive or counter Fatawa that have been amassed unless there is a specific point which
will explain a position. This is for two reasons firstly as valuing each fatwa is extremely
difficult and secondly each response is based on the question which is being asked and they
are also time-dependent; as these are difficult to validate they are considered beyond the
remit of this paper. The paper will be structured by discussing each position which will be
titled Position; the criteria will be stated with supporting evidence following on from that
any arguments against another position will be brought and any counter arguments
without going into excessive detail. A large number of texts were utilised for this study
and have been listed in the Bibliography. Having said that, many texts were not titled nor
dated hence was proving absolutely impossible to acknowledge. Referencing has not been
carried out as standards dictate, this is because the aim of the paper has been to attempt to
not overtly link organisations and personalities to legal positions.

2.0 Legal Positions
2.1 Position One

1. Astronomical data cannot be used in any capacity - as a result it will not be utilised
to determine which night to seek the hilal, nor to negate any sighting. Evidence
from Ahadith is brought to support this position stating that we as a community rely
solely on sighting and not a community of science with respect to this issue.

2. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s declaration of the hilal is the most appropriate for all
Muslims to follow - it is difficult to regularly sight the hilal in the UK so as a result
we must look beyond our shores. Morocco’s unreliability was the reason why the
switch was made to KSA originally also that it states that the Moon should be
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attempted to be sighted after a number f hours, and South Africa being considered
as a non-Muslim majority state lacks the legal remit. With mass media many
individuals are declaring the new months without the need to consult scholars as
announcements are made on satellite channels. The methodology KSA applies is
through sighting by any number of witnesses as no fixed number is required whose
statements are then legislated by the legal body.

2.2 Position Two

1.

Efforts should be made to sight the moon locally - if this proves difficult as is
expected than any country to the East which has a legally valid method of
determining the start of the month will be utilised.

Possibility of Sighting (Imkan al-Ru’ya) has to exist - if a claim of sighting is made,
particularly if an isolated report (namely one or two individuals), then this needs to
be assessed against astronomical data to validate the witness statement. If
physically possible then it will be accepted otherwise rejected. A statement is made
however that if a large number of individuals bear witness that they have sighted
the hilal then it will be accepted.

Sighting will be only be considered valid if made by a large group of witnesses
(Jam’a Kathir/Ghafir) - the reason for this criterion is to remove any errors which
could take place if one or two witnesses were accepted.

Declaration from KSA will not be considered due to their unreliability and that the
witnessing which is approved has been based on one or two individuals in certain
circumstances - significant evidence by many independent researchers have shown
the invalidity of the declarations due to months of the year following calculated
astronomical data and the reliance upon one or two witnesses declaring the
sighting.

2.3 Position Three

1.

The first of the month should be declared on that day which does not go against the
sharT’a, intellect and the obvious matters.

Each locality in the UK should have dedicated individuals who regularly attempt to
sight the hilal; however these individuals must know in which part of the sky the
hilal will be present.

Based on point 1 above individuals should be notified that it is the 29" of the month.
If on the 29" of the month the hilal is not sighted then in this case news from
countries that are not ahead of us, date-wise as in it is the 30" there and 29" in UK,
in other words the country where news is sought from must also be 29™. Also the
country should be applying the principles of the Hanafi school and its
methodologies, furthermore the moon sighting committee of that country is
satisfied.

There has to be a contractual agreement between the UK committee and the
committee of the country the news arrives from; the news must be first-hand and
not from another source.
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6. As for the other months except Ramadan contact made via telephone or written
format it must be verified that it is the said individual who is informing. Once all
checks and balances are carried out then declaration can be made.

7. If news reaches the public from another country then it is not appropriate to
assume that the month has started, rather they should wait until the UK committee
makes an announcement.

8. If witness statements of the hilal are contrary to external factors then they may be
rejected; similarly if a transgressor’s witness statement correlates with external
factors then it may be accepted by the committee.

9. Waiting for news from overseas has to be declared after a fixed time period. So if
news does not reach the committee from overseas within that time frame then the
month will be considered to have thirty days. This fixed time period will be up to
two hours after maghrib in that country.

One finds from the above summary of each Position that both Position Two and Three
advocate a move away from view of Position One. Position One has been followed by a
significant portion of Muslims since 28™ December 1986 when it was decided to move
from Morocco’s declaration due to their unreliability in terms of speed of declaration.
The argument for a move away from Position One is the claim that it is unreliable and
not valid to follow. As this is the crux of the difference the evidences gathered by the
author will be detailed followed by any response from advocators of Position One. This
will be then followed by objections from Position One towards Position Two and Three.

Position One is invali h n Muslim
3.1 Declaration of the Hilal is not based on sighting but by following a pre-calculated
Calendar

There is a detailed paper by Mohammed Odeh which discusses the KSA dating system
and is quoted in full with minor changes in order to facilitate ease of reading.

The 0ld Criteria (up to 1419AH)

Most people think that Saudi Arabia always adopts the actual sighting of the
crescent as the basis to start Islamic months. But during the previous years, it was
very clear to the public as well as to astronomers that most of the Saudi months
were wrong if the actual sighting is the basis for starting the Islamic month.
Fortunately, the Jordanian Astronomical Society (JAS) received a telegram from The
Highest Religious Council ‘Majlis al-Ifta' al-A'ala’ in Saudi Arabia showing the basis
of the Saudi official calendar (Umm al-Qura). Below is a literal translation of this
telegram.
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"(ToJordan/ Al-Yadodeh/ M.Kh./ Al-Sook/ Mr. Hayel Mamdooh Abu-Zeid, dated
January 21, 1998/Ramadan 23, 1418H.

We wish to thank you for sending us your greetings of Ramadan, and for reminding
us of the date of the New Moon of Shawwal for the year 1418 H. We would like to
remind you that determining the first day of the Islamic month is like determining
the prayer times, and the aim of His Almighty from these times is to inform us not
to take it as worship. It is adopted in Umm-ul-Qura Calendar that if the Moon's age
at Sunset is 12 hours or more after the New Moon then the previous day is the first
day of the Islamic month, since the Islamic day starts at sunset, and the night is
before the daylight, as well as the time of fasting is in the civil daylight. May Allah
accept your worship. May Allah bless this Ramadan. Thanking you for your good
cooperation.

From: Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/ Al-Riyadh/ The Higher Religious Council "Majlis al-
Ifta' al-A'ala"/ Mohammad Bin Ehmead.)"

Mr. Hayel of JAS received other letters also, about the same subject, which were
clearer than this telegram. The following example may make their system clearer: If
for example 29th Dec is 29 Sha'ban, and the New Moon Phase occurs after sunset in
Riyad, say at 11 pm on 29th Dec., then the next day (30th Dec.) at the sunset (for
example at 5 pm) the Moon's age will be 18 hours which is more than 12 hours, so
that day (30th Dec.) is the first day of Ramadan, even though the New Moon was not
even born at the Sunset on 29 Sha'ban (29th Dec.), and generally in such cases the
Moon will set before sunset. Below is a copy of the telegram.

\_ ,.L‘-.- .,.akﬁe-k.r’ \-.:Ka ..Lo, y
Load\ L —V
xsgsl il Jyeicd, |

Ll (VLT 3 s

5 % \
B j-i : J‘utl i ' o -’J&l\' Loy -‘J LuL.u ._,l
Fonbn b s, = BT .-—"! i)
RS N = W ".v-—:PL\\ JW—‘ % —lé.éL- 5 C.QCL_‘-’!“ HJ, 4l i

= '::".".;‘_‘);,.é;.,nzvm. S e B e g2 \*)ju) 4l /L_,uaijld
s \_ym.k\éhoﬂgnésm ir-))-u LS 1), quvy/rfou&ug-—&aé_s_ﬂlf'
£\¢ ‘.(A- ,&,_a U?"J‘Q' € Jw\:ﬁ_»a&l OJLL}L\LJJ% 55 BN
XS :éd-‘k%\d;&ldp-ns ‘Ll)’iﬂ..»&:z\ ‘C_)‘ sV aso {-LJ'.’JD
2y X .\}w\é\gbﬂ\ ; £ <L (ot J,J..F‘lg!,_l_'\;_\
\glﬂ 3\-4&(}1\5‘&‘3; M‘ gy_,..t.,v,ocl 3.‘1!& u,.u J‘J—u\ﬂ s “ ORE Y J;:_;L.J\
by eVl Soilhie i, G EMN A 6 &l é.&t«f\s 1,4 Lomd 5
»a?d,tur -;L"<he')£1u _mPﬂg (’L A's 2, '-127,-",. ,1._.’"4_,..—;_4: Fae b S S Eg
Fron ,hf&da\)_}/éé\ Ml e /52l ,Jm_,,u Ll o

vy F;-‘ L

4| WWW.IRTIS.ORG.UK



THE INSTITUTE FOR THE REVIVAL OF
TRADITIONAL ISLAMIC SCIENCES

The Second Criteria (1420 AH - 1422 AH)

Starting from 1420AH Saudi Arabia starts the lunar month if the Moon sets after the
Sun on the 29th day of the previous month, as seen from Makka. Although the new
criteria are much better than the old ones, it still ignores the crescent visibility.
Also, at certain months they begin the month while the Moon is not yet in
conjunction (i.e. new moon). Setting of the Moon after the Sun does not always
imply that the Moon reached conjunction.

Kindly find below a quote from the statement of Al-Shorah Council in which they
mentioned their new criteria.

A literal translation of the below quote goes thus:

"To determine the beginnings of lunar months, the collaborators in the preparation
of Umm Al-Qura Calendar should adopt the sunset before the moonset according to
Makka, and the coordinates of Al-Haram Mosque are adopted."
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For example, on 07" December 1999 (29 Sha'ban), the Sun will set in Makka at 17:38
LT, and the Moon will set at 17:29. So since the Moon will set before the Sun, 08"
December is not 1 Ramadan. Consequently, 1* Ramadan will be on 09" December.
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Kindly, find below two papers. The one to the right is a paper from an old Saudi
calendar (which was printed before changing the criteria), showing that 1°*
Ramadan coincides with 08" December. Whereas the one to the left is a paper from
Umm Al-Qura Calendar 1420AH, showing that 1% Ramadan is 09™ December 1999.
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The Current Criteria (1423AH - present)

The official site of Umm al- Qura Calendar mentions that if on the 29th day of the
lunar month these two conditions are satisfied, then the next day is the first day of
the new lunar month:-

The geocentric conjunction occurs before sunset.
The Moon sets after the Sun.

Notice that the new criteria still ignores the visibility of the crescent.
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Private correspondence has confirmed the new criteria discussed by Odeh above.

Islamic Month declaration in K5A 3y

To Amjad Mohammed

'ﬂ' This message has been replied to or fonsarded.

Dear
Assalam Alykum

Thanks for the email.

Here we are following the announcement of the court for all lunar months.

Our Um Algura calendar is based on the following two conditions:

1- the conjunction must be before the sunset on the holy Kaba, and

2- the moon sets after the sunset on tha haly kaba.

if these two conditions applied, the next day is the first day of the new month, otherwise it will be the last day of the old moth,

Bast regards
Zaki

preliaie cllall auae
KACST a1aillg oglell

YeYlg astail o)lg
Ministry of Cufture and Information

A word from KACST president

Praise be to Allah, and may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon the noblest of prophets and messengers, our prophet Muhammad
and his family and companions and those who followed him to the Day of Judgment.

In the name of Allah the Most Gradous, the Most Merciful

It is He Who made the sun to be a shining glory and the moon to be a light (of beauty), and measured out stages for her; that ye
might know the number of years and the count (of time). Nowise did Allah create this but in truth and righteousness. (Thus) doth He
explain His Signs in detail, for those who understand. Verily, in the alternation of the night and the day, and in all that Allah hath
created, in the heavens and the earth, are signs for those who fear Him. " The Holy Koran, Yunus.

Since it was founded by King Abdulaziz bin Abdulrahman Al Saud, God rest his soul, the Kinagdom of Saudi Arabia has been determined
to issue an Islamic calendar that reflects its Islamic identity, a calendar deeply rooted in the Islamic history and dvilization and related
to the Islamic rites and the two holy mosques.

The first issue of the Um Al-Qura calendar was published in 1346H by the government press in Mecca, where it continued to be
printed until 1399H when a decree was issued to assign it to the government printing press in Riyadh.

In 1400H, the Um Al-Qura supervisory committee was formed, chaired by King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology (KACST)
president, with distinguished experts in Islamic law and astronomy as members.

The calculations of the Um Al-Qura calendar are based on the terms set by the distinguished Council of ministers, which adopt the
location of the Holy Kaabah as the reference for all calculations, and require conjunction to occur prior to sunset (moonset occur after
sunset) as conditions for the birth of the new lunar month.

The Um Al-Qura calendar is both the formal and dvil calendar of the Kingdom, but it may not match the actual visibility of the
crescent which is necessary to start the religious months.

KACST President

Chairman of the Um Al-Qura Supervisory Committee

Available from http://www.ummulqura.org.sa/president_address.aspx - accessed

on 16th June 2015

There are a couple of declarations by Saudi Arabian organisations which state that
observations are made without the use of calculations; in the first case Wizara al- Hajj wa’l
Awqaf state that whether by eye only or through the use of equipment at the observatory
and is dated 1409AH; in the second case al-Riyasa al-* Amma li’l buhith al-alamiyya wa’l-Ifta
state that unaided sighting is used only and no change in the method has been reported.
This in itself is a contradiction.
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Two interesting points can be ascertained from this statement. Point 3 which as has already
been mentioned considers valid the sighting of the hilal using the observatory telescopes
but also that ‘this is appropriate because establishing (the hilal) is prioritised over negating
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it.” Point 6 highlights the use of ‘sharp-sighted sighters” who have had experience in the
past of sighting the hilal to determine this hilal. On the other hand the ahnaf speak about
average eye sight individuals of correct vision as Imam Qudiiri mentions in al-Mawsi’a al-
Qawa’id al-Fighiyya al-Maqgarana, al-Tajrid, Vol. 3, p. 1468;

Sl dey el sie 3 gpslad ol o o5 ol Yo eSU sl LG

“As for the large number it is necessary that amongst them are a group who are similar in
eyesight and correctness of vision.”

! Al-Subki has written against the use of sharp-sighted sighters in his text al-‘Ilm al-Manshir
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The author has sought evidence from many individuals as to where the declaration of this
sighted hilal is made - as yet nobody could provide that information. One concludes that
the declaration does not exist and if it does the news is not readily available. In fact
discussions with Dr Zaki alMostafa clearly show that announcements are only made for
Ramadan to Muharram only; that is for five months of the year.
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W :.am.m 53 2554l

| can't find it
So for Muharram, Rajab etc

. They don't announce except for

ramadan to mohsram

<Y - S BEC.Y

| &=z ann

Where will | find that
infarmation?

1249 am

They don't announce except for
ramadan to mohsram

12:57 am

Why is that?

- | don't have any idea

12:53 am

These discussions took place on the 7% July 2015. This seems an improved position from 1%
of June 2010 as only two months were announced see from 6mins onwards for that specific
point however all is relevant:
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However, Dr Zaki alMostafa was not able to provide where this declaration was being made
nor why the other months were not declared.

The following resolution statements from the Islamic Figh Academy explains what is
expected from the process
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Available from http://www.fighacademy.org.sa/akhbar/5-7-2009.htm accessed on

18th June 2015.

Point four clearly states the need for a unified calendar for the Muslim World however
it is argued that this would not apply for months with extra religious significance

namely, Ramadan, Shawwal and Dhii al-Hijja, which has been highlighted in point one.

A discussion held about the practice of declaring the new month contains the views of the
Saudi scholars that sighting should be conducted -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GafmdZs9pnE&feature=related

In February 2012 it was announced that news of months other than the Ibada months
(Sha’ban, Ramadan, Shawwal and Dhii al-Hijja) was proving difficult to gain from the
Mahkama ‘Ulaya, which had taken over from Majlis Qada al-‘Ala three years earlier. Hence
it was agreed that the Umm al-Qura calendar would be followed which is based on
astronomical calculations however was justified to use because, “The Ummul Qura Islamic
Civil dates are nearest in distance to the pure Islamic Shar’ee Rasmi dates as practiced by
Saudi Arabia rather than by other Islamic Civil and Rasmi dates because they do not place
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conditions of a minimum criterion as used by other countries.” Clearly Position One is
going against its criterion.

However this has proved problematic as the month’s start based on sighting has then
differed. For example see below;

First Jamaadi .41 Thaani 1436h is
on Saturd 1st of March 2015

JAMAADI-UL” AAANI 1436h Wl Saole>
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Email response from KACST confirming difference in date due to UK Committee declaring
on Umm al-Qura date.

Subject:Re: When is hilal sighting for Rajab 1436
Date: 2015-04-14 01:07

From: "Thamer.Y. Alrefay"

To: Qamar Uddin

Walikom asalam,

Yes, the hilal sighting [29th day] will be on Sunday 19 of April. According to highest court
announcement.

Thamer Alrefay

OnY«Ye/+¢\Y ata)+:¥) Qamar Uddin wrote:

Salam Dr Thamer Alrefay,

As you are the manger for the astronomy centre at KACST, please could you confirm that
the next hilal sighting will be on Sunday 19 April 2015, 30 Jumada Al Thani 1436 according
to the Ummul Qura Calendar as none of the hilal committees sighted the moon on 20 March
2015 (the day of solar eclipse), 29 Jumada al Awwal 14367

I understand the above date change is by the order of the higher court under the new
Minister of Justice, which means the unannounced start date of Jumada Al Thani 1436 in
Saudi Arabia was from Sunday 22 March 2015 and not from Saturday 21 March?

I look forward to your reply to clarify the above two points.
Wassalam,

Qamar Uddin

Also on the point of this statement on February 2012 which makes it clear that even though
Position One argues that sighting is carried out at the beginning of each month the news
was not reaching the UK. However the following email from KACST clearly explains that
sighting was only taking place for six months prior to 1430H and only after was attempt
made to sight throughout the full year.
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Email in response to query about when sighting the months had started.

———————— Original message --------

From: "Saleh M. Alsaab"

Date: 21/06/2015 09:27 (GMT+00:00)

To: Qamar Uddin UK ,ICOP Google

Subject: RE: Locations of Saudi Hilal Committees (2009 - Present)

Salam all,

Previous to 1430 we were observing the crescent for the last six months of the year starting
from Rajab.

This was from 1404.
Thank you.

Saleh.

3.2 The knowledge of information prior to the event can affect an observer’s psychology

Kordi carried out extensive research by collecting data for observations of sightings of the
new moon of Ramadan during the period 1962-2001. When he compared these with the
official civil Umm al-Qura Calendar he found that thirty-five out of a possible forty-two, in
other words over 83%, agreed with the civil calendar. This led him to the obvious
conclusion that, “prior knowledge of the supposed beginning of Ramadan via the civil
calendar increases the psychological element in what is a difficult observation, leading to a
large number of reports of false observations (Kordi, 2003). Of these thirty-five Kordi found
that twenty-four occurred when the moon had already set before sunset or was impossible;
three were also seen in Syria. The seven which did not agree with the Umm al-Qura; four
sightings where the month of Sha’ban was 29 days, two which made the month 30, and one
where it became 28 days.

This extensive study clearly highlights the psychological effects on the observer if he/she is
aware of dates or possibility of sighting before carrying out observations. This can be
equally held against those positions adopted by others who may go out to observe but are
aware that the moon is impossible to be sighted due to astronomical predictions.

3.3 Those months which are termed religious months namely Muharram, Ramadan,
Shawwal and Dhu al-Hijja start by a sighting which is unreliable

The author has seen a large number of fatawa which refute the use of astronomical
predictions for the hilal. However it could be argued that these predictions are those which
make no use of sighting or decide which day to go look for the hilal. Similarly Position One
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utilises these fatawa to argue against the other positions but are forced to adopt them due
to delay in announcements for the other non-Ibada months as detailed above.

There are a number of incidents which have shown the concern of sightings which are
considered problematic. Some have been gathered to illustrate the point hence the purpose
has not been to catalogue all such events.

1. Hilal Sighting for Eid Ul Fitr 2009/1430AH in Makkah al Mukkarama by Abdul Aziz
Raje

Venue - Makka Hilal Observatory in Shimaysi (600m above sea level) use of a very
large Meade LX200 EMC Telescope. Attempt to sight the hilal from before maghrib
and up to 20 minutes after proved unsuccessful as a smog had appeared along the
skyline where it was expected. The Research Professor in the Astronomy
Department at the King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology reported a
negative sighting to the authorities and names of the fifteen observers were also
provided. Seven of the fifteen are as follows:

Dr AbdulRahman H Maghrabi - King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology
Captain Abdullah Alzahrani - Saudi Navy

Dr Hasan Basuraukh - King AbdulAziz University

Sheikh Mohammed Saeed - Makkah al Mukkarama

Abdul Aziz Raje - UK

Hussain Tutla - UK

Arif Moghual - UK

Whilst still on the hill news reached that a local individual had sighted the Moon in
Riyadh. The authorities had taken a decision based on that for Eid.

2. The research of the Ulama of Turkey as regards to the Declaration by Saudi Arabia
of Eid ul Fitr 1399 AH - a translated extract from Islami Maah and Ru’yat e hilal pp
95-8 - Yaqub Qavi Qasmi

Head of the religious department of the Republic of Turkey, Tayyar Aalati Qowlaj
writes in his report; the five member delegation reached Jeddah Saudi Arabia on 16™
August 1979 which was Ramadan of 1399AH. A meeting was organised with the
senior scholars, however, after little response or interest from Abdullah bin Baz the
delegation reached Taif on the 22" August 1979 so that they could climb Mount
Shifa, which is thirty kms from Taif; it is the highest mountain in Saudi Arabia. An
expert astronomer with thirty years’ experience in this field was in our delegation
by the name of Arif Jowkloo. We attempted to sight the hilal by binocular but were
unsuccessful as the Moon had set twenty minutes before the Sun. The government
of Saudi announced on that night that due to testimonies of two witnesses the next
day will be Eid ul Fitr - this announcement was in accordance to the American
Navy, after the time of conjunction. Even though the people of Saudi celebrated Eid
we continued with our fast. On the 23™ of August we returned to Mount Shifa to
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attempt a sighting, this time two others joined, engineer Khaleel Torden and Abu
Zaruse Qudrat. We did not observe any signs of the hilal on this night. If it was
sighted on 22™ surely it would have been sighted on the 237

What is also startling is that on the 22™ of August there was a solar eclipse’ which
was witnessed by many cities in America. The sighting of the hilal on an occasion of
solar eclipse is impossible. The solar eclipse was witnessed by millions, hence how
can testimonies of two unidentified individuals of an impossible sighting be
acceptable?

3. 1% of Muharram 1412 declared in KSA when there was a solar eclipse in Hawaii and
1* of Rajab declared when there was a solar eclipse in America. (Kacholwi cited in
Rangooni, 2006, p. 27)

4. A number of newspapers have challenged the declaration of the hilal but could not
be independently verified by the author as either the link doesn’t work or specific
details have not been supplied. A number of comments are based upon the
possibility of sighting due to astronomical data which Position One rejects, but as
mentioned before is accepted or majority of the year due to lack o information from
KSA.

Dr Salih a member of the six-member Saudi Moon Sighting Committee is not
satisfied with the decisions of the Supreme Council. (Daily Jang, 11" October 2005)

Dr Ali Muhammad al-Shukri, Chairman of the Department of Physics, Saudi Arabia
stated that it is not possible for Ramadan to start before Wednesday the 5™ of
October 2005, “i.e. the moon can only be sighted in Saudi on the eve of Tuesday the
4™ of October because it will be over 29 hours old and 7.4 degrees above the
horizon.” (Daily Jang, 11™ October 2005). Fasting was started on Tuesday.

Gulf News reported Rania Habib on 4™ October 2006 declares that Ramadan 1427 was
incorrectly declared as it was impossible to see on Saturday 23" September 2006
http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/06/10/04/10072189.html (could not access)

5. Hilal Sighting in Saudi Arabia - A First Hand Report - Dr Salman Z. Shaikh
Shaikh spent five years in KSA between the years 1995-2000 (1416-21AH). The
following are extracts from his report. The source of Umm al-Qura is KACST and
when Shaikh met with them he found a change in computational criteria had been
made from 1420AH and further changes were planned in 1423AH (his findings
correlate with Odeh’s findings above). The authors of Umm al-Qura are well aware
that the moonset has to be after the sunset by a long time for it to be observed. But
the purpose of Umm al-Qura is not to predict the hilal but for civil and ministry
purposes for setting official dates. Around 1419AH the Saudi Government set six
hilal sighting committees due to the complaints of the errors. Each committee was
made up of; a member of Qada (Islamic scholar/Justice department), one member of
KACST/astronomer, one member of Imara (ruling council of the city), and
volunteers. There are now nine such places which the hilal committees go on every

? Author has confirmed solar eclipse.
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29" day of the Umm al-Qura calendar since 2009 (1430), Makka, Madina, Riyadh,
Shagra, Sudayr, Burayda, Dammam, Hail and Tabuk. Prior to this it was just for the
months of Ibada in six areas - Makka, Riyadh, Qassim, Hail, Tabuk and Asir. However
these committees do not have exclusive jurisdiction therefore if any Muslim makes
a claim of sighting the hilal then the Justice department can accept it. Therefore,
the new moon has been declared many times yet the hilal committees have not
sighted it (even taking their highly powerful telescopes into consideration -
Author). I will quote Shaikh’s statement if full with regard to Eid al-Fitr 1420 AH

In the case of Eid-ul-Fitr 1420 AH, I myself went with the Makkah committee
to a sighting point on a hilltop of Shamesi outside the city of Makkah
Mukarramah on Thursday evening. Neither I, nor the other 5 committee
members sighted the Hilal. But we came back to the Haram Shareef and were
astounded to hear the announcement that Eid-ul-Fitr was next day (Friday).
In fact moonset was before sunset in Makkah for Thursday evening. In this
case the error was quite brazen. Later I learned that Sheikh Yusuf Al-
Qaradawi issued a fatwa indicating that Muslims who celebrated Eid 1420 AH
on Friday following the Saudi announcement should make up one missed
Ramadan fast.

Further, the solar eclipse of Feb 5, 2000 also proved the mistake in Eid date,
according to Sheikh Al-Othaimeen’s fatwa, which implies that if there is a
solar eclipse anywhere in the world after sunset in your city, then next day
is not the 1* of lunar month for your city.

I also learned that apparently it is the same few people at certain locations,
reporting on those occasions when the claims are extraordinarily early in
Saudi Arabia, year after year. WAllahu A’alam

While Saudi Astronomers are quite aware of the problems, there seemed to
be negligible awareness in the community at large. But that is changing. I
saw an excellent article in Arab News of February 11, 2000 about the
inaccuracy of Eid-ul-Fitr 1420 AH. Subsequently I also saw nice articles in
Arabic in Ad-Dawah magazine, 6 Shawwal 1420 AH etc., and the article of
Sheikh Al-Manea (of Makkah Al-Mukarramah) in Al-Jazeerah, December 12,
1999. So while the coverage was still limited, at least there was some
acknowledgement of the errors, albeit not officially. (Shaikh, 2000)

He does state that due to the awareness which has been raised due to erroneous
witnessing the situation is improving as in Eid al-Fitr 1421AH several early
witnesses were turned down due to the solar eclipse. But this is no guarantee of a
change as a solar eclipse had to occur in order for the judges to determine the error;
without a solar eclipse there would be no other way.

In fact this last point Shaikh makes is interesting as it clearly demonstrates that
witnessing can be refused based on other information.
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3.4 KSA follow the Hanbali school in some form

This is a crucial point as the majority of Muslims follow the Hanafi figh in the UK whereas
KSA at best adopts the Hanbali figh; each school has different criteria for witnessing the
new Moon and as a result will have a direct impact on whether a declaration is made for
the start of the new month.

The Hanaffi school will be detailed first then followed by the Hanbali school.
3.4.1 Hanaff School

Detailed in al-Hidaya, Vol. 1, pp. 215-6
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In this discussion we can see that the Qadi has a choice of whether to accept the statement
from a solitary witness. The reason he can refuse is because of accusing him of error. There
are a number of ways the Qadi can reach this understanding - one cannot exclude
astronomical data as one of those which could lead a Qadi to reject the statement.

On an overcast sky then the Qadi will accept the statement of a solitary witness.

However on a clear sky then the witness statement will not be accepted until a large group
of people testify - the reason why a solitary report will not be acceptable now is because of
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considering the sighting to be erroneous. The number to be considered as a large group is
fifty according to Imam Aba Yasuf.

In other months outside of Ramadan, for instance Shawwal then two male witnesses are
required at a minimum if the sky is overcast.

3.4.2 Hanbali School

Detailed in al-Insaf f 1 Ma'rifa al-R3jih min al-Khilaf ‘ala Position al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal,
Vol. 3, pp, 194-5
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The Hanbali school do not take into consideration whether the sky is overcast or not rather

for Ramadan a solitary, just male witness will suffice and in the other months two male,
just witnesses once the Qadi accepts their testimonies.

There is going to be a clear difference in cases where it is a clear sky as one witness will
suffice for the Hanbali school but will not be legally acceptable in the Hanaff school; a very
important point.

For the sake of completion and reference the Maliki and Shafi't positions are detailed.
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3.4.3 Maliki School
Detailed in al-Mudawwana al-Kubra, Vol. 1, pp. 291-294.
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Detailed in Sharh Mukhtasar Khalil lil Kharshi, Vol. 2, p. 234.
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Two just male witnesses are required and based upon their witness statement it would be
considered correct for a Qadi to pass judgment and declare the starting of a new month.

3.4.4 Shafi’i School
Detailed in al-Wajiz fi Figh Position al-Imam al-Shafi’y, p. 109.
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Two just male witnesses are required and based upon their witness statement it would be
considered correct for a Qadi to pass judgment and declare the starting of a new month.
However for Ramadan an exception is made to act on one witness if the sky is overcast.

25| WWW.IRTIS.ORG.UK



THE INSTITUTE FOR THE REVIVAL OF
TRADITIONAL ISLAMIC SCIENCES

3.5 There are times when an Islamic month date is repeated on two separate days

On a number of occasions when news of the start of the month is delayed in reaching the
UK and the Umm al-Qura Calendar is followed or an error is made in the sighting we see
that a day which has a single Gregorian date has two Islamic dates. Examples are brought
for illustration purposes.

1. The 29" of Safar 1433H and the 1 of Rabbi al-Awwal 1433H was on the same day -
24" January 2012,

http://www.hizbululama.org.uk/highlights/1433ah/safar/SAFAR _1433AH.pdf
http://www.hizbululama.org.uk/files/rabiulawwal1433h.pdf

2. “Saudi Moon sighting committee moved the start date by one day 4-5 days into the
month. This was based on the testimony of two 80 year old witnesses (as
interviewed by a delegation from the King Abdul College of Science and Technology
(KACST)) reported in the Al-Watan Saudi newspaper on the 20™ of January 2005
(http://www.alwatan.com.sa/daily/2005-01-20/writers/writers04.htm®) since the
moon was just 3 hours old and set 3 minutes BEFORE sunset, the reported sighting
was impossible.” (Khan, Version 0.8)

3. Friday 28" December and Saturday 29" December 2007 were both reckoned as 19™
Dhu al-Hijja.
http://www.staff.science.uu.nl/~gent0113/islam/ummalqura.htm

3.6 Efforts to sight the Hilal should take place in the locality

It is not appropriate to rely on sighting of another country unless there is a necessity, by
adopting KSA declarations one is relinquishing ones responsibility too easily. The validity
of the declaration has to be the locality one lives in (Humaydi, 2015). When attempt is made
locally and sighting has proved impossible then one can utilise information from overseas.

3.7 The means by which the KSA declaration reaches the UK is not shar’a-compliant

For the months when the Saudi High Court is not making any announcements Position One
supports the view of following the Umm al-Qura calendar; however this is also problematic
as accessing the data can be difficult. One such episode was Jamad al-Thant 1436 as
discussed above. The start of the month was based on the date selected by KSA Ministries
which is based on the Umm al-Qura calendar and incidentally a number of news outlets.
Hence, it is a case of gaining that information from their respective websites, but does that
meet the sharT’a criteria for declaring the start of a new month?

* The website was not accessible to the author and as a result cannot be verified.
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The means by which news reaches the UK especially during the so called non-Ibada months
is none existent instead an announcement is not followed but the Umm al-Qura Calendar is

followed.

The following is an extract on what methods can be legally utilised for declaration and the
starting of a new Islamic month.
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(Usmani, 2012, Vol. 5, pp.492-4)

The four methods mentioned apart from witnessing the moon oneself are:

a) Shahada - the witnessing itself

b) Shahada ‘ala al-Shahada - witnessing the witness’s declaration

c) Shahada ‘ala al-Qada - witnessing the declaration of the Saudi Courts
d) Al-Istifada - some discussion is required.
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The one which requires some detail in order to clarify its meaning is al-Istifada which is
discussed in Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 2, p. 102,
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This does not correlate absolutely as described previously in that having seen the moon
was required. In this case the general news reaching the Muslims via means of
communication will suffice as the Muslims in this country (in our case KSA) will be acting
upon the ruler’s decision. In the case of KSA the Courts are acting on behalf of the King.
Therefore we can see that there is a legally-valid way that the news reaches the Muslims in

the UK. However, the news should reach the UK Committee through many channels from
various sources to be correct according to their Ghalib al-Zann.
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One would expect that the starting of Ramadan and start of Shawwal could be
demonstrated by the presence and absence of the Tarawth, respectively, via the satellite
channels and the number of phone calls received by family and friends if they are
centralised at the UK Committee. However, news of Sha’ban and Dh al- Hijja is relayed to
the UK Committee by one individual hence it will not fulfil the criterion of al-Istifada.

There are a number of responses from Position One which further substantiates their
argument also counter-arguments are recorded where they have come to the attention of
the author.

4,0 Position One’ n

4.1 Inresponse Position One declares that Astronomical Calculated Dates are unreliable
and the Hilal can be seen at times which may be deemed ‘impossible’ according to the
Danjon Limit of Elongation of 7°

The Danjon Limit states that below 7° no light is reflected from the Moon and therefore
cannot be seen from Earth. There is a record in 1871 that a Moon of 15.4hrs was seen when
at an elongation of 9.3° and in more recent times between 17-21 hours at an elongation of
10.5°. (www.moonsighting.com/fag-ms.html)

In Position One documentation Dr Jim Stamm’s observation carried out in Tuscon Arizona
in October 2007 is suggested as evidence in proving the Moon can be sighted below the
Danjon Limit. Other reports have been added of various astronomers. However there are no
references for these statements or they are not in full
(http://www.icoproject.org/icop/shw28.html) or they are denied by the astronomers
(Martin Elsasser emails have been seen by the author and he denies that he made those
statements). In fact it is appropriate to quote the relevant part of Elsasser’s email from
Position Two documentation, “We all know that astronomical calculations of position of
the celestial bodies are extremely precise. This can be proven anytime and anyplace, again
and again by the precise prediction of the observable events. My daytime observations rely
on this fact, so that I can point my telescope at the calculated position of the crescent,
without seeing it visually. Of course, local weather conditions influence the visibility of
these events, but only in a negative way, by obscuring a situation. Any visibility claim that
contradicts these basics, such as ‘seeing’ a crescent that had already set is obviously false.”
(Emphasis added).

They key point is that any influence on the visibility would so in a negative way meaning
delay the seeing of the new moon, no conditions could improve in seeing the moon.

With respect to Stamm’s sighting in Tuscon it has been recorded in a Correspondence by
Mostafa (2003) in which he draws a comparison between his sighting and the original
record by Stamm, bearing in mind that both used telescopes. Key data has been detailed
below:
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Table 1 - Earliest Telesconic Moon Sichtines Records — 2 KACST

KACST’s record Arizona’s record
Time of new moon 05:04 04:52
Age of moon at time of sunset 12:58 12:53
Moonset 18:24 17:24
Angular separation from Sun 7°01' 42" 7°32' 52"
Sunset 18:02 16:45

Observers Zaki A Al-Mostafa ~ James Stamm

Moataz Kordi
(Extracted from Mostafa, 2003)

Important point to note is Stamm’s sighting, via telescope, is the youngest crescent ever to
be sighted.

Mostafa had made a bravado claim on the KACST website
(www.ummulqura.org.sa/ahela.aspx) that he had broken the world record on March 14™
2002 by sighting the moon at 4° elevation. However, it seems very doubtful as a year later
he would correspond with The Observatory and make a lesser claim of 7°.

Hasanzadeh (2012) carried out extensive research on the Danjon Limit and its relationship
with the moon crescent sighting. Andre Danjon an astrophysicist, in 1931, collected 75
observational reports from all over Europe and he noticed that as the separation angle of
the moon from the sun reduces then the length of the arc shortens. This means that at an
angle of 7° it reached zero and no part of the moon is bright. Hasanzadeh mentions the
work by McNally in which he reckoned it was 5° (McNally, 1983). Fatoohi et al (1998)
considered it to be 7.5° and Sultan using the ‘Blackwell Model’ calculated it to be 5° (Sultan,
2005, 2007), Hasanzadeh used 74 observational data from various sources. Here is analysis
of his data

Methodology Number of Elongation Range Mean of Elongation
Observations (degrees) (degrees)
Eye Only 50 9.23-22.48 16.13
Binocular 20 7.51-22.72 12.59
Telescope 4 7.30-8.42 7.91
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This is important to appreciate that the telescope is sighting the moon significantly earlier
than the eye alone on average (cf 7.91 to 16.13 respectively). By plotting and finally
extrapolating these results he found that theoretically 5°is the point at which it will no
longer be visible. He does mention a number of individuals who have claimed to have
detected the crescent below the Danjon limit. James Stamm with his assistant has claimed
to have sighted Sha’ban 1425AH morning crescent on 13* October 2004 at 6.5° using an 8
inch telescope, however his report has been doubted by some experts (Sinnott, 2006). He
goes further, to mention Martin Elsasser who on the 15" June 2007 using image processing
took photos of the Moon crescent at less than 5° in daylight. What is more profound is that
he managed to detect the moon crescent 5 minutes after conjunction on 15" May 2008.
Furthermore on 14™ April 2010 Legault (2010) used a similar method to determine the
crescent at 4.5°. However these are images via powerful cameras using Infra-Red Light,
impossible to be seen by any other method.

Elsasser describes the apparatus used to capture this image:

Special baffle in front of the telescope to block the light of the sun, with ladder to adjust the
baffle

High-quality refractor telescope Williams FLT110, aligned with the baffle
Visual/Infra-Red filters in the telescope, transmission starts at 680nm
Massive astronomical mount MAM 50 to handle all the weight despite gusty wind

Optimised digital camera DMK41AF02.AS. The camera was operated through the native IC
Capture AS software.

Notebook with assortment of required software, Guide 8, AstroArt 4, Giotto

45 minutes after Geocentric Construction
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Elsasser does state, “Due to the numerous technical means required to capture this faint
lunar crescent, these images probably do NOT show what could be seen through a
telescope. It is quite possible that the lunar crescent will never be visible to human eyes
from earth at these elongations, due to the low contrast. Of course, the lunar crescent is
still there, even if we cannot see it with the naked eye. The main reason for using cameras
is to capture things the eye could not see and to document these, too.” (Elsasser, 2010).

This can be compared with the camera image of the crescent which was shown after the
declaration as the start of Ramadan 1436H. These are not visual sightings but images
captured by an advanced specialised camera.

Legault also managed the feat at literally the birth of the moon.

Legault explains, “From the shooting site (Montfaucon, France, 44°41'52"N, 1°34'30"E,
altitude 300m), the angular separation between the Moon and the Sun was only 4.55° (nine
solar diameters). At this very small separation, the crescent is extremely thin (a few arc
seconds at maximum) and, above all, it is drowned in the solar glare, the blue sky being
about 400 times brighter than the crescent itself in infrared (and probably more than 1000
times in visible light). This explains that it has never been observed visually or even
photographed until now. In order to reduce the glare, the images have been taken in close
infrared and a pierced screen, placed just in front of the telescope, prevents the sunlight
from entering directly in the telescope.” (Legault, 2010)

He also offers some advice for Muslims, “Most Muslims consider the visibility of the first
crescent after the New Moon to determine the beginning of Ramadan, but this vision must
be performed visually without optical instrument and not photographically.” (Legault,
2010)

Therefore, it is not correct to use these photographic images as evidence that the Moon can
be seen at conjunction or just after as these are photographically viewed with various
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techniques as described above. Also the Danjon Limit relates to visible light wavelength and
not to CCD Imaging from Infra-Red wavelength (Yallop, 1997).

Mostafa discusses the new Saudi criterion in his paper Lunar Calendars: The New Saudi
Arabian Criterion and states that it ‘depends on the probability of seeing the crescent rather
than the capability (first visibility), reduces the errors the occurred with the old Saudi
Criterion.” (Mostafa, 2005, p. 25). He highlights Danjon’s criterion of 7° in that he deduced
that the crescent cannot be seen if it is less than this value from the Sun regardless of the
Moon’s age or any observing condition; however this does not mean that it is visible after 7°
as there may be other reasons it isn’t; for example low altitude, twilight brightness etc.
This was based on extrapolation on available observations. Ilyas’s criterion is 10.5° which
agrees with the Royal Greenwich Observatory. According to some this is very high. Mostafa
then discusses the Saudi Criterion in which he cites Ilyas’s description of a lunar month he
states that the lunar calendar is governed by the following rules:

(i) the length of the month is 29 or 30 days; ii) the length of the year is 354 or
355 days; iii) the maximum number of consecutive 30-day months is four,
and for 29-day months is three; iv) (a) each new month begins with the first
moonlight of the new crescent visible on the western horizon after the local
sunset, (b) attempts are made to see the new Moon on the 29" day of the
month, but if it cannot be seen then (even because of cloud) then take the
month as lasting 30 days, (c) the visual-sighting report must be supported by
a witness report, (d) the persons involved in the reporting must be reliable,
adult, truthful, sane and have good eye-sight (punishable if a report is
proved to be deliberately misleading), (e) the visual sighting report must not
conflict with basic scientific understanding and natural laws, and (f) the
sighting must be carried out in an organised way each and every month.
(Mostafa, 2005, p. 27)

The method as explained by private correspondence and mentioned a number of times
already is explained. He quotes Hoffman by stating it is difficult to define an experienced
observer suggesting “someone who produces a reliable observation near the limit of
visibility which means either seeing a difficult Moon or seeing an easy Moon early.” He
cites Ilyas who quotes McNally, “...whether observatory scientists have been able to set a
standard by which you can be certain of the evening when a new Moon will appear, then I
am afraid the answer is no..., one can specify a certain angle but there is always a chance
that someone with particularly keen sight, in a particularly steady and clear atmosphere,
might just be able to detect the Moon prior to its reaching its statutory position.”

Mostafa then concludes by saying it is difficult to refute any claim of seeing a difficult
crescent. He states, “the only clear refutation are when the Moon is actually below the
horizon or before conjunction.” He goes further by stating that some individuals who
report seeing the moon have the ability to see Venus and Jupiter at midday. Hence
experienced observers are a requirement and uncertain claims should be dismissed by the
court.

This last point has been discussed by Gent (2015) in which he mentions that official moon
sighting committees were set up to determine sighting. However, the religious authorities
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also allow testimony from less experienced observers and as a result they, “announce the
sighting of the lunar crescent on an evening when none of the official committees could
observe the lunar crescent or even on an evening when the lunar crescent actually set
before sunset.” He goes on further to state that, “In nearly all these of these cases, a
retrospective analysis indicates that these extremely early reports of the lunar crescent are
impossible and are based on false sightings. Most of these false sightings were probably
caused by a bright star or planet (such as Venus) or an airplane contrail viewed near to the
western horizon.”

His analysis of the last fourteen years is summarised below:

year

1 Ramadan

1 Shawwal

1 Dha "I-Hijja

10 Dha "1-Hijja

computed

announced

computed

announced

computed

announced

computed

announced

1422

16 Nov 2001

16 Nov 2001

16 Dec 2001

16 Dec 2001

13 Feb 2002

13 Feb 2002

22 Feb 2002

22 Feb 2002

1423

6 Nov 2002

6 Nov 2002

3 Dec 2002

3 Dec 2002

2 Feb 2003

2 Feb 2003

11 Feb 2003

11 Feb 2003

1424

26 Oct 2003

27 Oct 2003

25 Nov 2003

25 Nov 2003

23 Jan 2004

23 Jan 2004

1 Feb 2004

1 Feb 2004

1425

15 Oct 2004

15 Oct 2004

14 Nov 2004

13 Nov 2004

12 Jan 2005

11 Jan 2005

21 Jan 2005

20 Jan 2005

1426

4 Oct 2005

4 Oct 2005

3 Nov 2005

3 Nov 2005

1.Jan 2006

1 Jan 2006

10 Jan 2006

10 Jan 2006

1427

24 Sep 2006

23 Sep 2006

23 Oct 2006

23 Oct 2006

22 Dec 2006

21 Dec 2006

31 Dec 2006

30 Dec 2006

1423

13 Sep 2007

13 Sep 2007

13 Oct 2007

12 Oct 2007

11 Dec 2007

10 Dec 2007

20 Dec 2007

19 Dec 2007

1429

1 Sep 2008

1 Sep 2008

1 Oct 2008

30 Sep 2008

29 Nov 2008

29 Nov 2008

8 Dec 2008

8 Dec 2008

1430

22 Aug 2009

22 Aug 2009

20 Sep 2009

20 Sep 2009

18 Nov 2009

18 Nov 2009

27 Nov 2009

27 Nov 2009

1431

11 Aug 2010

11 Aug 2010

10 Sep 2010

10 Sep 2010

7 Nov 2010

7 Nov 2010

16 Nov 2010

16 Nov 2010

1432

1 Aug 2011

1 Aug 2011

30 Aug 2011

30 Aug 2011

28 Oct 2011

28 Oct 2011

6 Nov 2011

6 Nov 2011

1433

20 Jul 2012

20 Jul 2012

19 Aug 2012

19 Aug 2012

17 Oct 2012

17 Oct 2012

26 Oct 2012

26 Oct 2012

1434

9 Jul 2013

10 Jul 2013

8 Aug 2013

8 Aug 2013

6 Oct 2013

6 Oct 2013

15 Oct 2013

15 Oct 2013

1435

28 Jun 2014

29 Jun 2014

28 Jul 2014

28 Jul 2014

23 Sep 2014

25 Sep 2014

4 Oct 2014

4 Oct 2014

1436

18 Jun 2015

18 Jun 2015

17 Jul 2015

14 Sep 2015

23 Sep 2015

The computed dates are based on the Umm al-Qura calendar which is the latest criteria
except the first year and announcements made on Fatwa Online.

Out of a total of forty-two months there are only three cases in which the Ramadan moon
was sighted on the evening after the evening of probability predicted by the Umm al-Qura.
However, the cause for concern is that on seven occasions the moon was sighted on the
evening before the evening of probability predicted by the Umm al-Qura in which the
moonset occurred before the sunset. In these seven occasions there would have been an
extra day which would have made the month thirty-one days is not possible within an
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Islamic month and as a result two Gregorian days would have to have the same Islamic date
as has been discussed earlier.

4.2 Inresponse Madhab One states that we cannot utilise Astronomical Data as we are told
to sight

This response is seriously problematic as for eight months of the year Position One is left
with little choice but to follow the pre-calculated Umm al-Qura Calendar as no evidence
was uncovered which detailed the method by which news of sighting of these months
reached the UK Committee. Furthermore, an International Conference was held in Makka
on 11-13" February 2012 in which many Muslim scholars from many nationalities gathered
to discuss the Moon sighting declarations from KSA. The following was proposed with
respect to the use of Astronomical calculations to dismiss outlier sightings;
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A translation® of the above follows;

The third opinion is that although calculations cannot be exclusively used for sighting (of
the moon) but if calculations negate the possibility of sighting on a particular day e.g. the
moon set before the sun set and a person testifies to sighting of the moon then such a
testimony will not be considered authentic.

Majority of the attendees agreed with this third opinion and I also proved this opinion
(with evidence) in my presentation. Since this opinion is against the opinion held by the
Grand Mulfti of Saudi Arabia and the prevailing (local) practise therefore, this opinion was

* Slightly modified translation provided by Sajid Patel.
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thoroughly debated and discussed. Those who agreed with this opinion argued that this
does not mean that calculations are being (exclusively) used to replace sighting rather; the
purpose of calculations is to investigate (the testimonies) as the testimony only becomes
authentic when it can be relied upon (completely). Thus if a person testifies to sighting the
moon in the wrong direction then it cannot be relied upon, similarly if a person testifies to
sighting of the moon when it can be (conclusively) proven with calculations that moonset
occurred before sunset then such a testimony is not acceptable due to it being doubtful. I
narrated the detailed treatise of Allama Taqi al-Din Subki in my presentation in which he
has also adopted this opinion and the notion that Allama Taqi al-Din Subki is alone in this
opinion and against the majority-view and that he has made calculations as opposed to
sighting the criterion is negated by Allama Subki himself. After a lengthy discussion the
attendees were in agreement on this opinion (Usmani, 2012, p. 2).

Full Urdu text is available at
http://deeneislam.com/ur/horiz/halate_hazra/2055/article.php?CID=2055

The Conference concluded and decided to adopt a number of motions tabled during the
Conference; the relevant one has been recorded below:

e A2 any el Al e planl S 5, 5 ple] 4 eanll 8 35 0lsp sl o sl £ de SI LU T la
w1 cas Al g Y G el Pl oy sedm 51 el (o3 e U5 el ls B jmy BV 8y B8 pm0 b ey cllel o
. PN IR SSTAR N

csadbl 280 gl o jhms Lo oy ol M) i e A g 56 YT IO o 3l gl ool Sl

ol Dl 8l g s dlle BT Y S e e 3

G Lo l5a8e Sle 15 o oy day ) elle A p5e e b s Al Ll glasy b el gl by ) ol
Je @y Y s Oy b iy AN By el 523, ol sl sl oulud £ ASI bt 5 a S Ay oy LK
gl 33 LA jlao) 3 dad de 2l Sl aeld 1 Sloglall e sy (o)W1 5 S el

o nsy ol Flae 3 clagdy ool oo ) iy caliomans S CLud 8 ae0ad) polall o 33l o o Y 2yl sl
iy Jl po ol ¥ DY

Motion Four - The methodology of Astronomical Calculations is an established science with
principles and rules. There is significant contribution from Muslims and a subject of
interest for the Muslim legal experts and some of the resulting data are worthy of
compliance. They are knowledge of the time of conjunction, the setting of the Moon before
the disappearance of the Sun disk or after it and the rising of the Moon on the horizon on a
night after the conjunction and in what state. It is for this reason that it is necessary for
accepting the witnessing of the sighting of the Moon that it is not a sighting which is
impossible based upon sound knowledge and that which is produced from the reliable
astronomical institutes. This is applicable in situations when the conjunction has not taken
place or the Moon has set before the Sun set.
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Motion Seven - The confirming of the beginning of the lunar months which are associated
with acts of worship is an issue of the shar'a; as a result it is under the remit of the authorised
scholars of the sharT’a from the reliable institutes or those of a similar legal capacity. The remit of
the astronomers and the institutes of astronomy is to submit the precise astronomical calculations
[to the sharTa institutes], like details about the birth of the Moon, place of the hilal, prediction of
the circumstances of the hilal, for instance where upon the globe it will be seen, also other
such matters which will assist the sharTa institutes in issuing a correct precise decision.

Motion Eight - The sharT'a does not forbid the use of technological developments like the
recent astronomical calculations’ developments or the historical methods of observation in
the interests of the people and in their affairs because Islam does not oppose science and
scientific facts.

Full Arabic text of the Conference Motions adopted is available at

http://www.icoproject.org/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83%D8
%A9-%DI%SA-%D9%85%D8%A4%DE%AA%DI%E5%DE%B1-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D9%84%D8%A9-%DI%SA-%D9I%85%DI%83%DS%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A9_ed-id!54.ks Accessed on 6™
July 2015

In conclusion, one can see that there is a general agreement amongst the contemporary
scholars that Astronomical Data should be utilised to challenge and dismiss ‘sightings’ by
one or two individuals when it is a physical impossibility to see the Moon not to replace or
validate sightings

4.3 In response Position One declares that taking the statements of unknown witnesses is a
practice of the Prophet

This has been discussed when detailing the four schools’ positions and is acceptable within
the HanafT school to accept a solitary witnessing for Ramadan on an overcast sky. However
on clear skies a large group of witnesses are required. Furthermore as adherents to a school
we must abide by our books of figh in matters which have been disclosed rather than
performing ijtihad on the source texts. Usmani explains in his text Usil al-Ifta under the
chapter of Taghayyur al-Ahkam bi Taghayyur al-Zaman with respect to evaluating
witnesses and how the situation changed between Imam Ab{ Hanifa and the subsequent
Imams Aba YTsuf and Muhammad (Usmani, 2011, p. 264).

4.4 Inresponse Position One states that we should all follow KSA for the sake of unity

Most recently it has been argued that for the purpose of unity rather than adopting the
preferred view one should adopt the lesser view. As both views are deemed correct then
there is no harm. An example offered is the choice which the Prophet took by not
rebuilding the Ka’ba on its original foundations (preferred view) but rather leaving it on its
new foundations (lesser view) as the Quraysh had recently accepted Islam. The backdrop to
this event is that the Quraysh of Makka had rebuilt the Ka’ba on other than the foundations
which Prophet Ibrahim had built it. So when Prophet Muhammad gained authority of Makka he
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chose not to rebuild it on the original foundations as he feared, due to the relative ignorance of the
new Muslims, confusion and a backlash. However this analogy is problematic in a number of
ways; firstly the Quraysh had recently accepted Islam, secondly unity cannot be defined in
this way as unity is described as a way that all Muslims treat each other with respect and
not spread disorder as well as not inventing ideas foreign to Islam which may lead to
division and conflict (Usmani, 2000). Furthermore unity must be based on the application
of the figh school being followed which is based on Qur’an and Ahadith. In addition, unity is
near impossible as a significant number will want the more correct view if the premise that
both views are correct is applied.

4.5 In response Position One states that we cannot act on news from non-Muslim Countries
when declaring a new month
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The incidents above clearly demonstrate the legality of an individual or body of
representatives acting on behalf of the Muslims in a Muslim minority setting to determine
and execute rulings. In short this position is legally sound and as a result all aspects of Qada
are applicable.
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Also in the Moon Sighting Conference in Makka mentioned above Motion Six which was
also accepted stated that:
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Motion Six - With respect to those countries with a Muslim minority who cannot sight the
Moon due to some reason then it is necessary upon them to follow the nearest Muslim-
majority country or the nearest country with a Muslim community in which the sighting of
the Moon is established similar to those Islamic centres and the like.

4.6 In response Position One states that we cannot utilise a statement of a Fasiq when
declaring the sighting of the Moon
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Details provided above clearly demonstrate that with supporting evidence which proves
the truthfulness of a suspect witness, then their testimony can be utilised in declaring
judgements.
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In fact if we look at the most recent announcement of Ramadan this year 1436 then we
have little evidence of the sighting from KSA except a digital image using a highly powerful
camera via Infra-Red and taking an image during the day compared to an announcement of
sighting by Morocco at around the same time, which clearly demonstrates the efficiency
and timely nature of news reaching the UK Committees from Morocco.

Announcement by KSA
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View transiation

KSA declaration via CCD imaging which is not valid according to the sharT’a as it is not
observed because light reflected from the moon does not enter the eye.
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Announcement from Morocco

17/06/2015 21:05 83377121

861

Kingdom of Morocco

Ministry of Religious Fndowments and Islamic Affairs

Department of Islamic Affairs
Meshour Bssaid.

Rabat,

horocco.
ﬂ

Islamic crescent observation
For the UK
0441904352221

Assalama Alaykum

THE INSTITUTE FOR THE R
EVIVAL O
TRADITIONAL ISLAMIC SCIENCEIS:

OE 0L/3l

t3b o= 29
015 w= 17

The Minisiry of Religious Endowments and Lslamic Affairs did watch today

Wednesday the 29" “of Chaaban 1436AH. Corresponding to June , the i
2015 AD. the crescent moon of Ramadan 1436 AH. the 278 poiuts

covering all the Lerritory of The Motoccan Kingdom.

The sighting proved to be POSITIVE eccording (o the rules of the Sharia.
Therefore, the first day of Ramadan 1436 3.H. will be Thursday, June the

18" 2015 A.D.

Wassalam alaykom wa Rahmatullahi Wabarakatuhu.

This document miay be obit

Cwebsite al v moonsigh
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5.0 Conclusions

Drawing the lengthy discussions above together we draw a number of conclusions with
respect to Position One’s view which are seriously problematic:

a)
b)
c)
d)

e)

g)

h)

There is no structure or criterion in place to attempt to sight the Moon within the
UK.

Eight months of the year are based on Umm al-Qura Calendar - therefore based on
astronomical calculations.

The news, as no declaration is made, for the eight months is not valid.

Due to b) one day which has a single Gregorian date has to have two Islamic dates in
order to retrospectively assimilate the date when following the Umm al-Qura with
the date of sighting which becomes known at a later.

Sha’ban, Ramadan, Shawwal and Dhu al-Hijja although based on sighting which has
proved to be problematic can be validated due to the decision of the courts.
However Muslims in the UK are not within the legal jurisdiction of KSA SharTa
Courts. The news reaching the Muslims in the UK can be considered as legally sound
in the cases of Ramadan and Shawwal only.

There is no agreement between the courts of Saudi Arabia and the Muslims of the
UK in order to ensure validity with respect to the four so-called Ibada months. That
can be overlooked in the case of Ramadan and Shawwal due to Istifada but would
require it for the remaining two.

KSA Courts will allow sighting via telescopes at observatories as has been
discovered, even though a perception exists that unaided sighting takes place. The
unaided eye is what is stipulated as telescopes could potentially determine the
sighing a day earlier. There are reports of the use of CCD imaging which is invalid
for accepting as a ‘sighting’.

According to the figh applied there will be months where a solitary witness will be
accepted by the Saudi Courts but is considered unacceptable according to the Hanaft
figh when there is a clear sky.

The psychological effect has been proven to exist when the starting of months is
known due to the Umm al-Qura Calendar to those individuals who attempt to sight
the Moon. Hence they will attempt to see it and ‘believe’ they have.

From the understanding arrived at following this study it is the view of the author that
adopting Position One is seriously problematic. This does not mean that the fasts of
Ramadan and the ‘Id of Shawwal are invalid as there is a scope of permissibility of
considering them valid due to the declaration of the Courts and its news reaching the UK
Committees via a shar'T means. However, the approach is legally lacking in many areas.

That leaves the two alternatives, Position Two and Three. The positions are sound from a
legal perspective, however if pushed to adopt one of the two positions even though they
are similar then one would suggest Position Three. The reasons being that there is the
possibility that error can creep in due to dependence on Imkan al-Ru’ya for Position Two as
the same psychological effect discussed above in i) can cause the one who attempts to sight
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with the ‘belief’ that it is not possible to see then there may be a dismissal of a valid
sighting. Position Three was found to be a well detailed and structured methodology and
criteria based on the Hanaft school; the only use potentially of astronomical data was to
dismiss isolated reports or in support of an unscrupulous witness both are not being used
to dismiss sightings but to determine the veracity of the witness statements.

6.0 Recommendation

It is the recommendation of the author that the research presented in this study is
scrutinised and assessed with great attention; if found wanting in certain areas due to lack
of data or erroneous conclusions then forward those to the author for it to be evaluated
and taken into consideration, which may or may not result in a change of analysis or
conclusions. On the other hand if what presented in this study is considered sound,
generally speaking, then it is imperative that action is taken. It is essential that in each city
a Hilal Committee forms and starts to engage with the Masajid, many of those in these said
committees will be Imams in these Masajid, and enlightening those responsible of the
position which should be adopted for UK Muslims in terms of how to declare a new Islamic
month. These committees can then network with one another thought out the UK.

This will produce an accurate and uniformed understanding and practise of all the months
of the year for the Muslims of UK, particularly Ramadan and the two ‘Ids.

Syed Amjad M Mohammed
19" Ramadan 1436/6™ July 2015
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