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Introduction

The Islamic Crescents Observation for the UK (ICOUK) is a non-profit organisation, established in October 2008 by Eng. 4
Qamar Uddin (+ others). The main objective of ICOUK is to revive the Sunnah of Local Moon Sighting on the 29th day ofﬁ.
each lunar month throughout the year and then disseminating the results via the Internet and Social Media channels.\ \9
The ICOUK is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO), which is authorised and regulated by the Charity A

Commission for England and Wales. There over 300 members who actively engaged with the project (ICOUK.net).
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Our Ref: 43xx / November 2021

Re: UK Moon Sighting Review

Respected Ulama of Darul Iftaa,
Assalamu Alaykum wa-Rahmatullahi wa-Barakatuh.

Please see the attached Introduction to ICOUK organisation from the UK with 4-years moon sighting data.

We are appealing to the Darul Ifta of your esteem Darul Uloom for guidance on the issue of Moon Sighting in the
UK. In the past, we have been following distant countries such as Morocco (1,500 miles) or Saudi Arabia (3,000
miles) or even South Africa (8,000 miles) on the basis that the Crescent Moon (Hilal) was not possible to be sighted
(due to adverse weather).

However, this is not the case any longer, Alhamdulillah. From our actual moon sighting experience over many (10+)
years, we strongly believe that it will not be difficult to see the Hilal in the UK any longer and request your advice if
we are allowed to follow our own UK Local Moon Sighting (for a united Ramadan/Eids), InshaAllah?

Furthermore, please advise if it is permissible for us to follow far distant countries (eg. Saudi Arabia or South Africa
or even Morocco) if the moon can be easily sighted in the UK according to the rules of Shariah?

Wassalam,

Eng. Qamar Uddin, York (UK)
on behalf of ICOUK Members.

Dated: 28 November 2021/22 Rabi-Il 1443

Enc.
1. 4300-Introduction_to ICOUK_for-Darul-Iftas.pdf
2. 4300a-UK_Observation_Results_1439-1442.pdf

t: +447831534701 (SMS), f: +441904352221, e: info@moonsighting.org.uk, w: www.moonsighting.org.uk
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A Brief Introduction

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim Ref: 4300 Intro

The Islamic Crescents Observation for the UK (ICOUK) is a moon sighting volunteer organisation (established in 2008)
to revive the Sunnah of Local Moon Sighting in the UK on the 29th day of each lunar month throughout the year and
then disseminating the results via Mobile Phone Msg, the Internet and Social Media channels.

We have about 300 volunteers registered on our website to send their sighting reports to us via the website and
Mobile Phone Apps very quickly and reliably. The full identities of the persons are known to us and the full details of
their reports are moderated before publishing on our website for the benefit to the UK Muslims.

For the first 10 years (until 2018), most of our moon sightings were carried out only on the 29" date of Morocco (due
to prolonged cloudy weather in the UK) as previously advised by many Darul Iftas from India and Pakistan as listed on
ICOUK website (see www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/publications/fatawa.html).

However, since the beginning of 2018, we have been doing 2-days sighting to help give training to our volunteers to
find the moon, which changes the directions significantly in each month (by 10 - 15° on the compass) from the South
West in the Winter (230°) to North West in the Summer (315°) and back again.

The UK weather has improved significantly in recent years (due to climate change/global warming) and with the
persistent determination and enthusiasm of our volunteers to Revive the Sunnah of the Prophet (£), we have
succeeded in sighting the Crescent Moon (Hilal) almost every month (ie. on 29" or the next day).

Looking back at the past 4-years data, it appears that if we start counting the start of the lunar months from each of
the UK sightings, then we were able to see the 29" day Hilal on 5 to 6 months/year compared 1 or 2 months/year if
Morocco (the nearest Muslim country) calendar dates were followed. Furthermore, the UK sightings fully met the Hijri
calendar rule of 29 or 30 days/months and 354 (+/- 1) days/year, Alhamdulillah.

Please see the attached tables for the 4-years sighting records, which were predicted in advance (Imkan Al-Ruyat) and
matched with naked eye sightings. The full details of who and where the Hilal was sighted can be seen from our ICOUK
website (Muhaqqagq Ruyat Basari). A further 2-years predicted visibility data (1443 — 1444 AH) are included for your
information, which are expected to match with actual sightings, InshaAllah.

We have consulted some of our UK ulama about the above data analysis and whilst they are pleased with the results,
they are also concerned about if some groups do not adopt Local Moon Sighting (as they currently follow Saudi Arabia
or Morocco) then it may lead to further confusion/ disunity since the visibility of the moon will almost always be 1-day
after Saudi Arabia (e.g about 11 out of 12 months) and occasionally after Morocco (eg about 4 out of 12 months). The
difference of sightings may be similar to India/Pakistan to UK/USA!

However, the vast majority of the groups agree that adopting Local Moon Sighting will lead to greater unity if every
group change at the same time (especially those who follow Saudi Arabia), as most people will personally experience
moon sightings on the 29'" dates, which is closest to the Sunnah, InshaAllah.

A lot of our members have requested us to adopt Local Moon Sighting for the above reasons and so we have setup
Trial Testimony Panels on the UK 29" date for the past few months (within the British Isles) and that seems to be
working quite well (Alhamdulillah) and could form the basis of a wider agreement, if approved.

We humbly request all the Darul Iftas (Centre of Fatawa) around the world (especially from India and Pakistan) to
advise and support us establish a Hijri Calendar for the UK based on Local Moon Sighting, InshaAllah.

Eng. Qamar Uddin, on behalf of ICOUK Members
Dated: 10 November 2021/4 Rabi-ul Thani 1443 AH

t: +447831534701 (SMS), f: +441904352221, e: info@moonsighting.org.uk, w: www.moonsighting.org.uk



www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/publications/fatawa.html

Comparison of Morocco (MA) and United Kingdom (UK) Moon Sighting Dates - Predicted vs. Actual (1439 - 1442)
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H.Year | H.Month |MA* Days |UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1) H.Year | H.Month |MA* Days UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1)
1439 1 30 29 21/09/2017 B 1 1440 1 1 30 11/09/2018 A 1
1439 2 1 30 21/10/2017 A 0 1440 2 30 29 10/10/2018 A 1
1439 3 1 30 20/11/2017 A 1 1440 3 1 30 09/11/2018 A 0
1439 4 30 29 19/12/2017 B 1 1440 4 30 29 08/12/2018 B 0
1439 5 30 30 18/01/2018 A 1 1440 5 30 30 07/01/2019 A 0
1439 6 30 30 17/02/2018 A 1 1440 6 30 30 06/02/2019 A 1
1439 7 29 29 18/03/2018 B 0 1440 7 1 30 08/03/2019 A 0
1439 8 30 30 17/04/2018 A 1 1440 8 30 29 06/04/2019 A 1
1439 9 29 29 16/05/2018 A 1 1440 9 30 30 06/05/2019 A 1
1439 10 1 30 15/06/2018 A 1 1440 10 29 29 04/06/2019 B 1
1439 11 30 29 14/07/2018 A 1 1440 11 1 30 04/07/2019 A 1
1439 12 1 30 13/08/2018 A 1 1440 12 30 29 02/08/2019 A 1

29th day = 2 5 (355 d/yr) | Months= 10 29th day = 1 5 (355 d/yr) | Months= 8

H.Year | H.Month [MA* Days |UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1) H.Year | H.Month [MA* Days |UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1)
1441 1 29 29 31/08/2019 A 1 1442 1 30 29 20/08/2020 A 1
1441 2 29 29 29/09/2019| B/C 1 1442 2 29 29 18/09/2020 A 1
1441 3 30 30 29/10/2019 A 1 1442 3 1 30 18/10/2020 A 1
1441 4 1 30 28/11/2019 A 1 1442 4 30 29 16/11/2020 B 0
1441 5 30 29 27/12/2019 B 0 1442 5 1 30 16/12/2020 A 1
1441 6 30 30 26/01/2020 A 1 1442 6 30 29 14/01/2021 A 1
1441 7 1 30 25/02/2020 A 1 1442 7 1 30 13/02/2021 A 0
1441 8 30 29 25/03/2020 B 1 1442 8 30 29 14/03/2021 A 1
1441 9 30 30 24/04/2020 A 1 1442 9 30 30 13/04/2021 A 1
1441 10 1 30 24/05/2020 A 1 1442 10 1 30 13/05/2021 A 1
1441 11 30 29 22/06/2020 A 1 1442 11 30 29 11/06/2021 B 1
1441 12 1 30 22/07/2020 A 1 1442 12 30 30 11/07/2021 A 1

29th day = 2 5 (355 d/yr) | Months= 11 29th day = 1 6 (354 d/yr) | Months= 10

H.Year | H.Month |MA* Days |UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1) H.Year | H.Month |MA* Days |UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1)
1443 1 29 29 09/08/2021 B 1 1444 1 1 30 30/07/2022 A
1443 2 30 30 08/09/2021 A 1 1444 2 30 29 28/08/2022 B
1443 3 1 30 08/10/2021 A 1 1444 3 30 30 27/09/2022 B
1443 4 30 29 06/11/2021 A 0 1444 4 1 30 27/10/2022 A
1443 5 1 30 06/12/2021 A 1444 5 30 29 25/11/2022 B
1443 6 1 29 04/01/2022 A 1444 6 1 30 25/12/2022 A
1443 7 30 29 02/02/2022 A 1444 7 1 29 23/01/2023 A
1443 8 29 29 03/03/2022 B 1444 8 30 29 21/02/2023 A
1443 9 30 30 02/04/2022 A 1444 9 29 29 22/03/2023 A
1443 10 1 30 02/05/2022 A 1444 10 30 30 21/04/2023 A
1443 11 30 29 31/05/2022 A 1444 11 29 29 20/05/2023 A
1443 12 30 30 30/06/2022 A 1444 12 30 30 19/06/2023 A

29th day = 2 6 (354 d/yr) | Months= 3 29th day = 2 6 (354 d/yr) | Months= 0
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Ref: https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/images/moon/regional/UK_Regions_Counties_SEEN_1437-1442txt.jpg - Accessed on 6 Nov 2021 (Rabi-ul Thani 1443)
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t: +447831534701 (SMS), f: +441904352221, e: info@moonsighting.org.uk, w: www.moonsighting.org.uk




> |Islamic Crescents Ob§ewation for the UK
3aatall 4ASLalll L; ala DU Z\_FL‘;M 5\_35\)&\

d-“—alln—lsl =3
MOONSIGHTING Reviving the Sunnah of Moon Sighting - ol 435 (8 4 sl 4l sl

€Y iy =yt dtzl ~h7 )dnﬁ-

Mo b AT AP rlsg L2l Y AGE U2 o idsd S Pty s 1L L doFrsgT 2 f il

e St S L L IB s F v e A Shed S oo A (S AL S Jod o

F oz S s i s i) B PG et 8 SE SIS o A s 2 s 22 M+ L P A S e
et b eI U e e & ST et sl L 6L I L i b S 25t

e en Lot Me(a o8¢ it s st Dde oA DFISES 8 S e EY YN Us&,
-‘L@Auﬁva‘!ﬁ’" RSN S-S BRI

Ut i P G ae ¥ AL Lou i ses 2SS T S IS s st e TN ) A,

S Dt P Ut U = (3T O F et ol (B85 0 65 quiDe Bt &2 et 1 e S
—e TR J‘lrwuguwf Sx g

L(»a_a..zpjm,nrf‘}:’” L Sl §ster§us ko tame ssSeiwdelt 2l did o VUt & 2bshur s o
L ERE YD SOt L P ikl

G E I Y At e 0 e T S AT L 028 f e $6-8 2 A S SR B i £ 805
o dﬁ/,ubd”( o Se b T o LudsY e d‘vt»&u@ﬂf SSsalusadiy. L(_ﬁ(y S D NS L1 L
LGN g e L IO E L Yz L Uit YA L

S AL IS Al DS F TR IR Ui L3 LML P e Sy

o PR A £8 8 8V I d Lt ST b0 s et o e kI S Ao PO
-ﬁ!;lﬁlzundlpczjA;"dbd/.’cf"u(ﬁ?é/l;d,l/‘a&lgd/é;.‘alﬁ{ﬂfté

ZI S e s8ns S £ S e f utgjgJluul,;rugjir_él}uugz.‘ayﬁur“”r_;l#w{ Loy AL 7 LRl psirdl
VNG itigs) L p o 50, P s Sty S 21, U8 s S M2 S 58 o FSo9 Jiios St
st oIS L b s o6 S0 60 TS o (&2 e ) Y ity éﬂ//wﬂf{ (N
‘L[;C
J.,fd»’”ﬁu/?ubu’lé)g}//ﬁl/&iu’luﬁ cﬁ;u?..glo)//:fl.?ﬁl,g:)glp;gjcé.[gl/dl,l;cf,;/d&’»fLag}};{.c,ngc,;}‘/ld”/, JUﬂ)f‘(’Zt'
e g L2l g/ Azt i G Y A b SV At S S

& S96"CH L 350896 )t a2 55 Lﬁ“AJu,@.J P EINSEIEY Ju,_w/du»z.ﬁ/?lau( A2l psir b i a
ok t,ngvbe“,ug/?é_n/k%;_/w S }..I./.“Lu-;l,c"_d// T fﬁ;ﬁul/;l.c‘;d)yj'/""\' Gyl Py
“acﬁcf-eﬁd/

2 F6 IS A i eSS d & by Soy Lo S U S8 S P s 2 (BT PG LA s
_ee. £

o ICOUK ez 3 /21

ARRAYPFARVAE L 1 v 3
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H.Year | H.Month |MA* Days |UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1) H.Year | H.Month |MA* Days UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1)
1439 1 30 29 21/09/2017 B 1 1440 1 1 30 11/09/2018 A 1
1439 2 1 30 21/10/2017 A 0 1440 2 30 29 10/10/2018 A 1
1439 3 1 30 20/11/2017 A 1 1440 3 1 30 09/11/2018 A 0
1439 4 30 29 19/12/2017 B 1 1440 4 30 29 08/12/2018 B 0
1439 5 30 30 18/01/2018 A 1 1440 5 30 30 07/01/2019 A 0
1439 6 30 30 17/02/2018 A 1 1440 6 30 30 06/02/2019 A 1
1439 7 29 29 18/03/2018 B 0 1440 7 1 30 08/03/2019 A 0
1439 8 30 30 17/04/2018 A 1 1440 8 30 29 06/04/2019 A 1
1439 9 29 29 16/05/2018 A 1 1440 9 30 30 06/05/2019 A 1
1439 10 1 30 15/06/2018 A 1 1440 10 29 29 04/06/2019 B 1
1439 11 30 29 14/07/2018 A 1 1440 11 1 30 04/07/2019 A 1
1439 12 1 30 13/08/2018 A 1 1440 12 30 29 02/08/2019 A 1

29th day = 2 5 (355 d/yr) | Months= 10 29th day = 1 5 (355 d/yr) | Months= 8

H.Year | H.Month [MA* Days |UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1) H.Year | H.Month [MA* Days |UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1)
1441 1 29 29 31/08/2019 A 1 1442 1 30 29 20/08/2020 A 1
1441 2 29 29 29/09/2019| B/C 1 1442 2 29 29 18/09/2020 A 1
1441 3 30 30 29/10/2019 A 1 1442 3 1 30 18/10/2020 A 1
1441 4 1 30 28/11/2019 A 1 1442 4 30 29 16/11/2020 B 0
1441 5 30 29 27/12/2019 B 0 1442 5 1 30 16/12/2020 A 1
1441 6 30 30 26/01/2020 A 1 1442 6 30 29 14/01/2021 A 1
1441 7 1 30 25/02/2020 A 1 1442 7 1 30 13/02/2021 A 0
1441 8 30 29 25/03/2020 B 1 1442 8 30 29 14/03/2021 A 1
1441 9 30 30 24/04/2020 A 1 1442 9 30 30 13/04/2021 A 1
1441 10 1 30 24/05/2020 A 1 1442 10 1 30 13/05/2021 A 1
1441 11 30 29 22/06/2020 A 1 1442 11 30 29 11/06/2021 B 1
1441 12 1 30 22/07/2020 A 1 1442 12 30 30 11/07/2021 A 1

29th day = 2 5 (355 d/yr) | Months= 11 29th day = 1 6 (354 d/yr) | Months= 10

H.Year | H.Month |MA* Days |UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1) H.Year | H.Month |MA* Days |UK Days |Viz Date |Viz Code | Seen (1)
1443 1 29 29 09/08/2021 B 1 1444 1 1 30 30/07/2022 A
1443 2 30 30 08/09/2021 A 1 1444 2 30 29 28/08/2022 B
1443 3 1 30 08/10/2021 A 1 1444 3 30 30 27/09/2022 B
1443 4 30 29 06/11/2021 A 0 1444 4 1 30 27/10/2022 A
1443 5 1 30 06/12/2021 A 1444 5 30 29 25/11/2022 B
1443 6 1 29 04/01/2022 A 1444 6 1 30 25/12/2022 A
1443 7 30 29 02/02/2022 A 1444 7 1 29 23/01/2023 A
1443 8 29 29 03/03/2022 B 1444 8 30 29 21/02/2023 A
1443 9 30 30 02/04/2022 A 1444 9 29 29 22/03/2023 A
1443 10 1 30 02/05/2022 A 1444 10 30 30 21/04/2023 A
1443 11 30 29 31/05/2022 A 1444 11 29 29 20/05/2023 A
1443 12 30 30 30/06/2022 A 1444 12 30 30 19/06/2023 A

29th day = 2 6 (354 d/yr) | Months= 3 29th day = 2 6 (354 d/yr) | Months= 0
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Ref: https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/images/moon/regional/UK_Regions_Counties_SEEN_1437-1442txt.jpg - Accessed on 6 Nov 2021 (Rabi-ul Thani 1443)




UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 — 1442/2020

The table below shows the monthly observation photo marked as seen (v') or not seen (%) [by no. of groups].
(Note that in a Hijri Calendar, half the months in the year have 29 days and the other half months have 30 days!)
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MOON SIGHTII_!? INSIGHTING
Photo by Abubaker Sayed from London, on Photo by Juned Patel from Bolton, on
20/8/2020 (UK 29™) for 1442 Muharram (Aug ) [17] | 18/9/2020 (UK 29') for 1442 Safar (Sep +) [8]
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IOONSIGHTING SIGHTING
Photo by Hafiz Zaeem Youssouf from Jersey, on Photo by Tajammul Ali from London, on
18/10/2020 (UK 30™) for 1442 Rabi-I (Oct ) [1] 16/11/2020 (UK 29%) for 1442 Rabi-Il (Nov X ) [0]
1442 © www.moonsighting.org.uk © www.moonsighting.org.uk
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VOO ‘SIGHTII:_JG SIGHTING
Photo by Qamar Uddin from York, on Photo by Juned Patel from Bolton, on
16/12/2020 (36 29*") for 1442 Jumada-| (Dec v ) [21] | 14/1/2021 (UK 29%) 1442 Jumada-Il (Jan-21 v ) [5]

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 - 1442/2020
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https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/268-1442-01-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/269-1442-02-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/270-1442-03-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/271-1442-04-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/272-1442-05-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/273-1442-06-report.html

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 — 1442/2020

The table below shows the monthly observation photo marked as seen (v') or not seen (%) [by no. of groups].
(Note that in a Hijri Calendar, half the months in the year have 29 days and the other half months have 30 days!)
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Photo by Prof Zeeshan Rana from Bedford, on
13/4/2021 (UK 30%) for 1442 Ramadan (Apr ) [47]

1442 © www.moonsighting.org.uk © www.moonsighting.org.uk
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Photo by Qamar Uddin from York, on Photo by Shuhena Islam from Dundee, on

13/2/2021 (UK 30™) for 1442 Rajab (Feb X) [0] 14/3/2021 (UK 29%) for 1442 Shaban (Mar v ) [2]
1442 [
2021 e
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Photo by Hasan Kilic from Helston (Cornwall), on
13/5/2021 (UK 30th) for 1442 Shawwal (May ) [5]

1442
2021

11&12

© www.moonsighting.org.uk

JI__alla gy
MOONSIGHTING

Photo by Mohammed Vorajee from Birmingham, on
11/6/2021 (UK 29') for 1442 Dhul Qaidah (Jun v) 5]

© www.moonsighting

-

JIL_alla g
MOONSIGHTING

Photo by Hendrik Stahlberg from Brentwood, on
11/7/2021 (UK 30%) for 1442 Dhul Hijjah (Jul ) [1]

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 - 1442/2020

Page 2 of 8
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https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/274-1442-07-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/275-1442-08-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/276-1442-09-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/277-1442-10-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/278-1442-11-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/279-1442-12-report.html

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 — 1442/2020

The table below shows the monthly observation photo marked as seen (v') or not seen (%) [by no. of groups].
(Note that in a Hijri Calendar, half the months in the year have 29 days and the other half months have 30 days!)

1441 © www.moonsighting.org.uk
2019
1&2
JI___allaA_____ig)
\SIGHTING
Photo by Suleman Aboo from London, on Photo by Mushahid Khan from Southport, on
31/8/2019 (UK 29%) for 1441 Muharram (Sep ) [21] | 29/9/2019 (UK 29*") for 1441 Safar (Sep v) [2]
1441 © www.moonsighting.org.uk
2019
3&4
Photo by Mohammjd Quraishi fror'n Blackburn, on Samira Mian from Glasgow, on 28/11/2019 (UK 30™)
29/10/2019 (UK 30%) for 1441 Rabi-l (Oct V) [4] for 1441 Rabi-ll (Nov v ) (NB: 30 photo for data!) [1]
1441 (©] www.moons htir © www.moonsighting.org.uk
2019 "
5&6
JIL__alla_____g JIL__allda g
NSIGHTING ISIGHTING
Photo by Sh. Sulayman Gani from St Agnes (Cornwall), | Photo by Dr Rahail Chohan from Edinburgh, on
on 27/12/2019 (UK 29%) for 1441 Jumada-I (Dec ) 26/1/2020 (UK 30™) for 1441 Jumada-Il (Jan ) [2]

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 - 1442/2020

Page 3 of 8

Qamar Uddin/1/2022 v1.0
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https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/246-1441-01-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/247-1441-02-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/248-1441-03-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/249-1441-04-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/250-1441-05-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/251-1441-06-report.html

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 — 1442/2020

The table below shows the monthly observation photo marked as seen (v') or not seen (%) [by no. of groups].
(Note that in a Hijri Calendar, half the months in the year have 29 days and the other half months have 30 days!)

1441 © www.moonsighting.org.uk © www.moonsighting.org.uk
2020
788
JIL_alla g JiL-_alla g
MO .-‘.SIGHTIN_G |SIGHTING
Photo by Qamar Uddin from York, on 25/2/2020 Photo by Nasar Ramzan from London, on 25/3/2020
(UK 30") for Rajab (Feb v) [7] (UK 29) for 1441 Shaban (Mar v/ ) [15]
1441 © www.moonsighting.org.uk *?;;q
2020 g
9&10
T 7 24.05.2020 22:08
MOON SIGHTI”Q ) -']
Photo by Juned Patel from Bolton, on 24/4/2020 Photo by Aamir Sharif from Newcastle upon Tyne, on
(UK 30%) for Ramadan (Apr v ) [33] 24/5/2020 (UK 30%") for Shawwal (May ) [50]
1441 © www.moonsighting.org.uk © www.moonsighting.org.uk
2020
11&12
JIL__alla g
p iGHTI_r’!‘C_i M Z'J',SIGHTII‘\Il('I._%
Photo by Dawud Marsh from London, on 22/6/2020 Photo by Zakwan Hassan from Exmouth (Devon), on
(UK 29%™) for Dhul Qaidah (Jun +) [26] 22/7/2020 (UK 30th) for Dhul Hijiah (Jul ) [19]

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 - 1442/2020

Page 4 of 8

Qamar Uddin/1/2022 v1.0
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https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/252-1441-07-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/253-1441-08-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/254-1441-09-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/255-1441-10-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/256-1441-11-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/257-1441-12-report.html

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 — 1442/2020

The table below shows the monthly observation photo marked as seen (v') or not seen (%) [by no. of groups].
(Note that in a Hijri Calendar, half the months in the year have 29 days and the other half months have 30 days!)

JUL__allA g
MOONSIGHTING

Photo by Qamar Uddin from York, on (6 &) 7/1/2019
(UK 30%) for Jumada-I (Jan-19 ) [0]

1440 © www.moonsighting.org.uk © www.moonsighting.org.uk
2018
JIL__alla gy Visighth 3 5%all A
.SIGHTING_ Mo TRSIGHTING
Photo by Younes Foster from Vazon Bay (Guernsey), Photo by Khaiam Shabbir from High Wycombe, on
on 11/9/2018 (UK 30%") for Muharram (Sep v) [1] 10/10/2018 (UK 29%™) for Safar (Oct v) [10]
1440 © www.moonsighting.org.uk
2018
384
JL_alla g JU_alla g
SIGHTING MOONSIGHTING
Photo by Aqaele Peeroo from York, on 9/11/2018 Photo by Qamar Uddin from York, on 8/12/2018
(UK 30%™) for Rabi-I (Nov ) [0] (UK 29t) for Rabi-Il (Dec ) [0]
1440 © www.moonsighting.org.uk © www.moonsighting.org
2019
5&6

JU__alli g
MOONSIGHTING

Photo by Qamar Uddin from York, on 6/2/2019
(UK 30™) for Jumada-Il (Feb ) [1]

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 - 1442/2020

Page 5 of 8

Qamar Uddin/1/2022 v1.0
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https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/215-1440-01-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/216-1440-02-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/217-1440-03-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/218-1440-04-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/219-1440-05-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/220-1440-06-report.html

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 — 1442/2020

The table below shows the monthly observation photo marked as seen (v') or not seen (%) [by no. of groups].
(Note that in a Hijri Calendar, half the months in the year have 29 days and the other half months have 30 days!)

1440
2019

788

© www.moonsighting.org.uk

Ji___alla g
|SIGHTING

Photo by Qamar Uddin from York on, (7 &) 8/3/2019
(UK 30%) for(Rajab (Mar ) [0]

dn__;wa___ém
NSIGHTING

Photo by Ml Kifayatullah Khanjra from Blackburn, on
6/4/2019 (UK 29%) for Shaban (Apr ) [3]

1440
2019

9&10

© www.moonsighting.org.uk

JIL__alli____g)
MOONSIGHTING

Photo by Juned Patel from Bolton, on 6/5/2019
(UK 30%) for Ramadan (May ) [6]

J e s
MQONSIGHTING *
= =

Photo by Imad Ahmed from London (Greenwich),
on 4/6/2019 (UK 29*) for Shawwal (Jun ) [10]

1440
2019

11&12

© www.moonsighting.org.uk

MOONSIGHTING

Photo by Mohammad Baig from Slough, on 4/7/2019
(UK 30%") for Dhul Qaidah (Jul +) [6]

© www.moonsighting.org.uk

Photo by Mustafa Desai from Blackburn on,
2/8/2019 (UK 29%) for Dhul Hijjah (Aug +) [17]

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 - 1442/2020

Page 6 of 8

Qamar Uddin/1/2022 v1.0
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https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/221-1440-07-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/222-1440-08-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/223-1440-09-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/224-1440-10-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/225-1440-11-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/226-1440-12-report.html

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 — 1442/2020

The table below shows the monthly observation photo marked as seen (v') or not seen (%) [by no. of groups].
(Note that in a Hijri Calendar, half the months in the year have 29 days and the other half months have 30 days!)

1439
2017
1&2
Em— oo siGHTING
Photo by Maqgsood Fazel from Manchester, on Photo by Qamar Uddin from York City, on
21/9/2017 (UK 29*") for Muharram (Sep +) [3] 21/10/2017 (UK 30™) for Safar (Oct ) [O]
© www.moonsighting.org.uk
1439
2017
384
JIL_allig
)l SIGHTIN(?
Photo by (c/o) Shaykh Sulayman Gani from Croydon Photo by Qamar Uddin from York, on 19/12/2017
on, 19/11/2017 (UK 30%") for Rabi-I (Nov ) [1] (BBC) (UK 29%) for Rabi-Il (Dec v ) [1]
© www.moonsighting.org.uk © www.moonsighting.org.uk
1439
2018
5&6
JI__alli___g
MOOR fSIGHTIIf_I.q
Photo by Mohammad Arshad Baig from Slough, on Photo by Jamilah Amal from Liverpool, on 17/2/2018
18/1/2018 (UK 30%™) for Jumada-| (Jan-18 ) [4] (UK 30%™) for Jumada-Il (Feb «) [5]
UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 - 1442/2020 Page 7 of 8 Qamar Uddin/1/2022 v1.0
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https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/190-1439-01-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/191-1439-02-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/192-1439-03-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/193-1439-04-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/194-1439-05-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/195-1439-06-report.html

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 — 1442/2020

The table below shows the monthly observation photo marked as seen (v') or not seen (%) [by no. of groups].
(Note that in a Hijri Calendar, half the months in the year have 29 days and the other half months have 30 days!)

1439
2018

788

© www.moonsighting.org.uk

JIL __alli g
00T ‘SlGHTII_\JG
x

Photo by Maulana Zaheer Aslam from Rochdale, on
18/3/2018 (UK 29™) for Rajab (Mar X ) [0]

© www.moonsighting.org.uk

s
i

M lIw,SIGHT[NQ

Photo by Suleman Aboo from London, on 17/4/2018
(UK 30%™) for Shaban (Apr ) [3]

© www.moonsighting.org.uk

© www.moonsighting.org.uk

JI—alli g

IOONSIGHTING

Photo by Shaykh Sulayman Gani from Purley, on
14/7/2018 (UK 29%) for Dhul Qaidah (Jul ) [5]

1439
2018
9&10
SIS JIL_alla g
MQC JHSIGHTI!}IG SIGHTING
Photo by Akhlakuddin Razzaque from Croydon, on Photo by Younes Foster from Ashbourne, on
16/5/2018 (UK 29') for Ramadan (May ) [14] 15/6/2018 (UK 30%™) for Shawwal (Jun v) [4]
© www.moonsighting.org.uk
1439
2018
11&12

JIL__alla g
VOONSIGHTING

Photo by Dr Feras Tuma from Cardiff, on 13/8/2018
(UK 30%™) for Dhul Hijjah (Aug v) [4]

UK Hilal Photos 1439/2017 - 1442/2020

Page 8 of 8

Qamar Uddin/1/2022 v1.0
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https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/196-1439-07-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/197-1439-08-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/198-1439-09-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/199-1439-10-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/200-1439-11-report.html
https://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/moon/17-sighting-reports/201-1439-12-report.html

APPENDIX
Islamic Crescents Observation for the UK
sasiall ASlaall 3 Aa S dpaduy) 438 5l

Email: info@moonsighting.org.uk, Fax. +441904352221, SMS: +447831534701

Moon Sighting Witness Form

Part 1: Details of the Observer 8 jal) Jualdl =1 o 5all

Clvale <3 Cremale o Age: yrs @ o)
Name: oY)
Address: O giald)
Town: Postcode: Aall/ gl el
Telephone: Mobile: il sa [ ailel)
Part 2: Crescent Observation Bl vay 12 ¢l
Date: / / sl Time: hrs mins ;<4 ol
Location: oAl
Type of Observation 2ea )l dlu g
[ ] Naked Eye s,adlgpale [T] Binoculars ikl [[] Telescope wsSulil
Weather Conditions Ll Jh Y
[ ] Clear &dla |:| Partly Cloudy L )a 4dile |:| Totally Cloudy Wi daile

How often have you made this type of observation? $ aa)ll e g sill gy il oS

[] Firsttime & Js [ ] Occasionally sl [ ] Frequently 1,

Position of the crescent  J3l) aisa Was the crescent sighted? U3l 45, cuai Ja

|:| Left of sunset |:| Right of sunset |:| Yes ax |:| No ¥ =>[Goto Part 3]
el e sy el i jra (e
Orientation of crescent (please tick the nearest match) (Glae JS3 o BY 3 LAY a ) I dmia

DDl CCC

h [ 13 Lla s Lle Oz O Lo [Oio [O1x2 Oi12

Part 3: Declaration

Bl 13 & 5l

| testify that | have/have not* personally sighted the crescent moon and all information on this form is true

(*delete as appropriate / sLa®y) s ia*) ‘”*A-‘M Lia L@—h)}i L:;‘S\ QLUL;A\ Qi} JM\ LJ*"M *a:‘ij l-“/Q:’b L_r"‘L' 3«-‘3\
Signature of observer: 1al )l 8 55 Date: / / D gl

Verified by (Name): Signature: ID:
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DARUL IFTA WAL IRSHAD

Madrasa Jamiah Islamiah
Talimuddin, Dabhel Simlak
Via, Maroli, Dist, Navsari

€13c1 g5 ada degue
yedal e Sl

daltdlydld s a—=Anas
qmt.a-lélc{l, Frean., sl
Gujarat, (india) 396 415 Ao (S-far) Ies¥au
Mobile : + 91 70466 24152 Holldd: +62 VO¥SS XU

Jamiah Islamiah Talimuddin, Dabhel — Fatwa 43-153

(Translated from Urdu by Qamar Uddin Et Al.; March 2022)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

With your query (Istiftaa), you have sent a page containing the introduction and operating procedure of
"Islamic Crescent Observation for the UK" and a page of the calendar 1439 - 1444 AH [inc. 2 yrs predictions].

You have also attached a copy of Darul Uloom Deoband fatwa by Hazrat Mufti Habibur Rahman Sahib, dated
8 Safar 1424 AH [for the UK follow Morocco], on which the Chief Mufti, Hazrat Mufti Ahmed Khanpuri of
Jamia Islamia Talimuddin Dabhel Simlak has signed with the following words:

"This humble servant also fully agrees with the above answer. Ahmed Khanpuri Dated: 1424-04-02"

The last two pages of your query are in English. As we are not familiar with the English language, we cannot
say what is in itl. After this introduction, your query is answered below.

In the chapter of Moon Sighting the base rule (original position) is to follow Local Sighting. If for some
reason, the moon cannot be sighted locally, then trusting the sighting of nearest place is dependent on the
need. According to your organization and explanation, the weather in the UK has changed (improved); and
with your experience over the past ten years, if it has become certain that the Local Sighting of the crescent
moon is possible, then Local Sighting will only be adopted. Therefore, if the sighting of the crescent moon is
proven in the UK according to the prescribed method, then it is necessary to follow it in fulfilling the related
commands of the Shariah. In such a case, there is no need to follow any near or far distant countries.

Signed by: [seal] The answer is correct (signed by): [seal]
Mufti Abdul Qayyum Rajkoti Mufti Abbas Daud Bismillah

Jamiah Islamiah Talimuddin Jamiah Islamiah Talimuddin

Dabhel, Gujarat 396415, INDIA Dabhel, Gujarat 396415, INDIA

Dated 20 Rabi-Il 1443/20 Nov 2021 (Dated 20 Rabi-1l 1443/20 Nov 2021)

Islamic Crescents Observation
For the UK (1429/2008)

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk

11t was the original 2-pages of query (Istiftaa) and introduction letter in English - Editor
Qamar Uddin/March 2022 v1.0
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Islamic Crescents Observation for the UK
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Darul Uloom Nadwatul Ulama Lucknow — Fatwa 15096

(Translated from Urdu by Qamar Uddin (Et Al.), 7 March 2022)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

The Answer with the Blessings from Allah

Respected Brother,

Wa-Alaykum Assalam Wa-Rahmatullahi Wa-Barakatuh

We are delighted to learn that it is now possible to sight the Crescent Moon (Hilal) in Britain.
Without a doubt, it is a blessing from Allah (3&), for that we praise Him (Alhamdulillah).

In this situation, [the Muslims of] Britain should follow the base rule of Local Moon Sighting.

There is no need or necessity now to follow the Moon Sighting news of near or distant countries.

Wa-Assalam,

Signed by [Seal] The answer is correct (signed by).
Mufti Muhammad Zafar Alam Nadwi Mufti Niyaz Ahmed Nadwi

Darul Ifta, Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow Darul Ifta, Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow
5 March 2022 / 1 Shaban 1443 5 March 2022 / 1 Shaban 1443

Islamic Crescents Observation
For the UK (1429/2008)

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk

Qamar Uddin/March 2022 v1.0
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DARUL IFTA

Jamia-Uloom-Islamiyyah
(University of Islamic Sciences)
Allama Muhammad Yousuf Banuri Town
Karachi - Pakistan.

T sy '

U F e ot
R v

Jamia-Uloom-Islamiyyah Binnori Town — Fatwa 144306100082
(Translated from Urdu by Haseeb Ullah, edited by Qamar Uddin; March 2022)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

Question:
Please see the attached Introduction to ICOUK organisation from the UK with 4-years moon sighting data.

We are appealing to Jamia-tul Uloom Islamia Binnori Town for guidance, since you have advised the UK
Muslims in the past (Ref. Mufti Abdul-Kareen Deenpuri / Dated: 21 Ramadan 1424 AH) that if the Crescent
Moon (Hilal) cannot be sighted in the UK, then the sighting of the closest Islamic country, Morocco should be
followed (2003).

From our actual moon sighting experience over many (10+) years, we strongly believe that the Hilal can easily
be sighted in the UK and request your advice if we are allowed to follow our own Local Moon Sighting,

InshaAllah?

Furthermore, please advise us if it is permissible for us to follow far distant countries (eg. Saudi Arabia or

South Africa or Morocco) if the moon can be easily sighted in the UK according to the rules of Shariah?
Fatwa Seeker: Qamar Uddin, info@moonsighting.org.uk

Answer:

Before answering the question, a few points need to be known/clarified as an introduction.

1. Inevery country and region, Muslims should arrange moon sighting and initiate and end Islamic months on
the sighting (=.s.) of their country. The moon sightings must be attempted on the 29th of every month. If
the moon is sighted, then start the new month. However, if the moon is not sighted, because it’s cloudy on
the horizon or for any other reason, then complete 30-days of the month and then start the new month.

2. Any two countries that are close to each other can share the sighting of each other. It means that if the moon
does not appear in one of these countries and the news of the moon being sighted in the other country
reaches via a Shariah-compliant way, then they can begin the new month by relying on the sighting of the
nearby country. However, if any two countries are far apart from one another, then that country cannot rely

on the sighting of the other country.
Fatwa (Jamiatul Uloom, Binnori Town, Karachi) Page 1 (of 5) Qamar Uddin/March 2022 v1.0
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3.

The jurists L) have clearly defined the criterion of being close and distant. The regions (or countries)
between which the distance is such that the days of the month become 28 or 31 days as a result of believing
the sighting of a place for another place, will be called distant regions (or countries). And where there is not

much distance, they will be called nearby regions (or countries). (* ORINY AR580)

Therefore, regarding this question, the Muslims of Britain should arrange their own sighting and begin a
new month and end the previous one on the sighting of their own country. Supposedly, if it is cloudy
sometimes, the observing of the 29th date [moon sighting] should still be arranged. If the moon is sighted,
then start the new month, otherwise complete 30-days of the month. In addition, when the moon sighting is

possible in your country (Britain), then relying on the sighting of another country will not be permissible.

The Muslims of Britain must comply with all the Shariah conditions to arrange moon sightings in their country.

The primary conditions and procedures are as follows:

D

2)

3

4)

5

6)

A Muslim who is sane, mature, able to sight and just (J:t) should testify before the Judge (¢°) or Crescent
Moon Sighting Committee (&5/ Ji =) of sighting the moon with the word “Shahadat” (meaning
testimony). It is necessary to appear before the Judge or Crescent Moon Sighting Committee in-person,
otherwise the testimony will not be credible via telephoning or sending a witness testimony via any other
medium'. In the case of an unjust witness, it will not be obligatory for the Judge or the Crescent Moon
Sighting Committee to accept the testimony. However, they will have the authority to accept it if they
consider a wicked (Jr6) person is trustworthy. Otherwise, they may reject the testimony.

If the witness cannot appear himself in-person, he should make two other persons witness of his testimony,
who can then convey his testimony in front of the Judge, called “Shahadat Ala Shahadat”, meaning
“Testimony upon Testimony” in Shariah terminology.

In case of clear horizon for the Crescent Moon of Ramadan, the testimony of a mass gathering (# A is
necessary.

In the case of the cloudy horizon for the Crescent Moon of two Eids, the testimonies of two men or one man
and two women are accepted. In the case of clear horizon, the testimony of a large gathering is necessary.
In the remaining nine months (excluding the Crescent Moon of Ramadan and two Eids), the testimonies of
two men or one man and two women will be accepted.

In the month of Ramadan when the horizon is cloudy, the testimony of a trustworthy male or female is
sufficient. Like the previous testimonies, the word “Shahadat” is also not necessary, because Shariah has
considered it as “news” and not the “witness” («=s*). Hence, the information of a trustworthy man or

woman will be enough.

1 See the fatwa for the permission to use live video link (eg. Skype) from Jamiat-ur Rasheed (2019).
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7) With these conditions being satisfactorily met, the Judge or the Crescent Moon Sighting Committee can
then announce the sighting of the moon. If the Judge or Crescent Moon Sighting Committee belongs to the
whole country, then this decision will be valid for the people of the entire country. It means that in any city
of Britain, if a representative of the Crescent Moon Sighting Committee made a decison (after receiving the
testimonies of a Crescent Moon), then this decision will be valid for the people of the whole country. If this

decision is publicised through any modern communication, it will be credible. (Jibezs #7235

Hence, it should be clear that since Britain is a non-Muslim country, to have a Muslim Judge or a Crescent
Moon Sighting Committee from the ruling government is difficult, the Muslim scholars and pious people of
Britain need to establish an organisation or committee for this purpose, which will form a Crescent Moon
Sighting Committee. This committee will make decisions in compliance with the above conditions, and the

Muslims of Britain will count the beginning and end of all Islamic months with those counts.

Also, it should be noted that in the attached [ICOUK] introduction, it is mentioned that about 300 hundred
volunteers are registered on the organisation website, they sight the moon and send the report of their Crescent
Moon Sighting via the Website and Application. According to Shariah, these reports are not sufficient for the
testimony of the Crescent Moon Sightings. Instead, giving “Shahadat” (testimony) before a Judge, his deputy or
any other reliable representative of the Crescent Moon Sighting Committee, is necessary (as mentioned earlier).

So, when the Crescent Moon Sighting Committee in Britain is started, all the Shariah requirements of the

Shahadat (testimony) should also be fulfilled.
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“If it has to be decided to celebrate a single day in the whole country, then its legitimate way is that firstly, a group of
astronomers, meteorologists and research scholars investigate this in Pakistan, that there may or may not be such
difference of emergence points @) according to Mathematical rules from Karachi to Peshawar and on the other hand, to
Dhaka and Sylhet, based on which a month is left of 28 days only or becomes of 31 days by trusting the testimony of one
place for another place. If there is no such difference, then Eid can be celebrated on the same day in the whole of West
and East Pakistan, the rules of which will be mentioned later. If there is such a difference, then Eid will be celebrated in
the rest of the country on the same day, parting that part of the country where such distinction is present. The other part
will be left following the sighting of that area.” (UZ!/ (}’J 1/1;4,;1‘5 1 / JSY / Iy

Fatwa (Jamiatul Uloom, Binnori Town, Karachi) Page 4 (of 5) Qamar Uddin/March 2022 v1.0

25



H‘ s b

Allah knows best.

Signed by [seal] The answer is correct (signed by) [seal]

Mufti Mustafa Amin, Mufti Muhammad Ibrahim, Vice-Mufti, Darul Ifta
Darul Ifta, Jamia-Uloom-Islamiyyah,

Binnori Town, Karachi, PAKISTAN The answer is correct (signed by) [seal]

Dated 26 Jan 2022/22 Jumada-Il 1443 Mufti Muhammad Inamul Haq, Head-Mufti, Darul Ifta

Islamic Crescents Observation
For the UK (1429/2008)

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk
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Response by Jamia-tur Rasheed, Karachi (Pakistan) to Questions by Wifaqul Ulama UK if Moon Sighting
reports from France can be accepted by them in the UK? (2018/2019) [Reproduced with permissions - QU].

AL

Preface:

1. The actual ruling regarding Moonsighting is:
a. In a Muslim country a person or committee delegated by the official authority to
make the decision on moonsighting, will make the announcement after conducting
a proper gada process. This entity will be such that the common people rely on it
and includes at least one Alim who has knowledge and understanding of Qadha
and specially moonsighting.

However, in a non-muslim country a group of Ulama shall have this authority and
establish a committee which is to declare a decision on moonsighting.

b. Itis preferred to have local moonsighting conducted and try to unite the muslims
upon it.

+9221-1111-68384

aski@almufuoniine.com

www. almuftionline.com

Phase 1, Sector: 4, Ahsanabad, Karachi, Pakistan
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c. Ifforanyvalid reason e.g. where the sky is generally not clear enough for the moon
to be sighted then they can announce the moonsighting based on the authentic
decision of a place which is near to them, but this has to be done by either of the
three shariah procedures “shahdah ala sahad” or “shahadah alal gadha” or
“istafada”. So wherever the moon is declared sighted and the news reaches the
ulama by either of the three ways just described, the decision can be accepted as
followed. The meaning and detail of “istafada” can be read in “ahsan ulfatwa” , v:4,
p:471.

2. The declaration of moonsighting in Saudi Arabia is mainly for the implementation in its
own boundaries, it cannot be implemented directly in other countries unless the
moonsighting committee of that place accepts it in accordance with the shar’i conditions
as described above. However it is found that Saudi moonsighting declarations are
sometimes unsatisfactory and non-reliable in the light of astronomical data, additionally
Saudi moonsighting is not done according to the principles of Hanafi school of thought.
Therefore it is advised not to consider Saudi Arabia’s moonsighting as standard to be
taken, rather such as country should be followed where the system of moonsighting is
satisfactory and is closer geographically and timewise. The details of this can be seen in
ahsan ulfatwa” , v:4, p:426.

Now the answer to your question is as followed:

As mentioned above it is preferred to follow a country other than Saudi Arabia especially if what
is stated in the question is actually the case.

Page 7 of 13
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Question: Is it permissible for our (trained Ulama) to verify Moon Sighting on Skype when

physical access is not possible and where time to declare an Islamic month is of the essence?

N 12 ;
YT U
Taking witness via Skype is permissible

The answer to both of these question is that if the following condition are met then it is
permissible to accept witness because this will be considered one sitting (majlis):

a- There is no possibility of deception, for example: the one who testifies to have seen the
moon must be seen to be a muslim etc
b- Making sure that the condition of witnessing the moon are met.

However, an endeavour should be made that a committee of muslims is made in France, which
takes witnesses and makes the decision, then inform you. It should be noted that if the moon
can be sighted in the local region then effort to sight is made, a different country should not be
made the standard if there is possibility of moon being sighted locally.
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M fii AzamPakistan P2 4
Mus ammad Shaﬁ Jamia Dmululoon KARAdlI
Darul Uloom Karachi - Fatwa 4979-43

(Translated from Urdu by Qamar Uddin, 6 March 2022)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

As a result of adverse weather in Britain (in the past), the crescent moon (Hilal) was not possible to be
sighted on the 29th date. Therefore, the advice given was that the Muslims of Britain should follow the
moon sighting reports of nearby Muslim countries.

“If it’s possible for the
However, according to your detailed explanations (Ref: 4301/ November Hilal to be sighted on the
2021), it appears that the weather in Britain has significantly improved
and it is now possible for the Hilal to be sighted on the 29th date.
Therefore, if it’s possible for the Hilal to be sighted on the 29th date then
it is most important to follow Local Moon Sighting.

29th date then it is most
important to follow Local
Moon Sighting.”

The reason for following the Moon Sighting reports of nearby Muslim countries in the past was because it
was not possible to sight the Hilal in Britain. But that difficulty no longer exists. Therefore, it is suggested
that discussions be held with those who follow Saudi Arabia and invite them to the Local Moon Sighting
efforts to practically show them that the Hilal can be sighted in Britain.

After that, when all the groups (or the vast majority) are willing to adopt Local Moon Sighting, then make a
public announcement for that. It should be noted that, if any announcement is made for a change to Local
Moon Sighting without involving others (who follow Saudi Arabia), then it may lead to further confusion/
disputes.

And Allah knows best.

[Seal] [Seal]

Signed by: The Answer is correct (signed by):
Mufti Sayed Hussain Ahmed, Mufti Abdul Rauf Sakharvi,

Darul Ifta, Jamiat Darul Uloom Karachi Darul Ifta, Jamiat Darul Uloom Karachi
Dated 21 January 2022 / 19 Rajab 1443 Dated 23 January 2022 / 21 Rajab 1443

Islamic Crescents Observation
For the UK (1429/2008)

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk
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DARUL IFTA
MARKAZUDDAWAH ALISLAMIA DHAKA

(An Institute for higher Research, istamic Education And Dawah)

Markaz Al-Dawah Al-Islamia Dhaka — Fatwa 43/1619/3
(Translated from Urdu by Hasib Ullah, edited by Qamar Uddin, March 2022)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

We have received a legal request (ti1) regarding the possibilities of Local Moon Sighting in Britain with
actual sighting statements. In this regard, our first point is that since the validity of the sighting of distant lands
(countries) is a reasoning-based issue (%) and disputed (j—). Even the issue is also a disputed among the
Hanafi jurists themselves. Hence, while there is one group who is convinced of its validity (to follow distant
lands), the other group of Hanafi jurists (_%4>*) consider the sighting of distant lands (countries) to be invalid.
Since this matter is a reasoning-based (347 issue and disputed (. 3¥), it should not be made into a
controversial issue. Every effort should be made to unite all the Muslims of Britain on a permissible (7))
condition. To start a controversy to such a collective issue will be highly inappropriate while living amidst
non-Muslims. In this regard, qualities of tolerance, patience, prudence and foresightedness are required from

the leading people (Li*). This strategy is also a demand of Shariah's objectives.

After this necessary introduction, it is imperative that the real credibility in Fasting, Eid and other commands
of the crescent moon is of the Local Sighting. Therefore, if sighting of the crescent moon in Britain has
actually become easy (as it is explicit from the observers' statements), then Local Sighting should be followed,
rather than following the sighting of far distant countries. Hence, it is appropriate for everyone to agree upon

Local Sighting.

Here are some evidences of the originality of Local Sighting:

ol 38 Ll «QUaBY) ) 058 2l () imns 1 S il SWWAN) (a0 e e W ee oo Ji al< 1
(}'\..ﬁ.d\ c'é)..gaﬂ\) >aile @;‘J\S Jaa Hc&d\yé&wu‘ OsS b ‘)JISJJ‘\}A}AAS

1>There is no evidence from Amir al-Mu'minin (Commander of the believers), Hazrat Umar (RA), including
the Rightly Guided Caliphs (¢ 4*1,16) and later Caliphs that they used to send the message of sighting the
crescent moon from the capital (J1£1.15) to other areas. Moreover, they allowed people to practice the crescent
moon sighting of their own areas. So, it seems that the consensus of the pious predecessors (=) has been

conducted on the practice of Local Sighting (=3, S&»).

Several scholars have narrated this truthful reality in different passages. For instance, Imam Abu Al-Abbas
Qarafi has narrated from Maliki jurists (684 AH) in Al-Zakhera, (v. 2, p. 491), Imam Abu Al-Hassan Taqi-ud-
din Al-Sabki (756 AH) from Shafi jurists in [lm-un-Manshoor, (p. 14-15), Imam Abu Al-Abbas Al-Suroji
(710 AH) from Hanafi jurists in Al-Ghayah Fi Sharah-Al-Hidayah (printed in Kuwait, v. 7, p. 313).
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Furthermore, Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Shafi’l (RH) has described it clearly in the magazine Ruyat-e-Hilal.
Imam Abdul Wahab Sherani (973 AH) has described the mentioned reality in this passage:

> HAPIE b Pl A s 0960037 s s oo s WS TU T 3 o b P /gur"y NS e <

(Ul abec b 2122670 //‘h,g)u,frw:,-)gufu 13T <)

>The Sahabah (RA) did not order the people of a distant region to fast according to the sighting of another
area, such as Madinah, Syria, Egypt, Morocco, and so on. Furthermore, they did not see anything wrong with

the people of a region advancing one day over the people of another area. <
2. A Ta’bai of Kufa, Qais al-Abdi (RH) says:

Some people resided among the mountains and came to Umar (RA) and said: “Amir ul-Mu’'minin! We live
among the mountains. We do not see (the crescent moon) that night when other people see it (we see the next
night). So, what do you command us to do? He said: start the month by sighting at the crescent moon and end
the month by sighting at the crescent. If the crescent moon is not sighted (on your 29" night), then complete

30-days of the month. After that, do the worship (either fasting or Eid, as required).

Imam Abu Sulaiman Al-Khattabi (388 AHD) has narrated the event mentioned above and the instruction of

Amir ul-Mu’minin, Umar (RA) in “Gharib Al-Hadith” with authentic source.

He has written:

1B §U a5 0 ¢ uldl BT 13] I gl Y Dl e b B ecingiall ol U 2150l co g3l Szl oy 1936 TaaliT 0 £ y0 Cu> (3<
916 Ogaaie o da U cg8lall BT ¢ Sl o domma 0lipsT 1980l 05 gy criD Buall 19031 (Sle 45 08 b3l Jl !
ol o (wd o dgudl e (ilge

S DI 0 o)l dl o) ialgd

(M)SAN e Al (-\\ daol> ¢l o F z QM‘ Ol 9ol ‘ﬁLo\ gddl Cuy)

For more details, look at:

10 z Oy ol gl ol >a9ld di e TA< (daySe 48 (5,31 pl danlr diud (3aes (S pll B >zlgall 7% zlgndic
- 21437 ¢pgud A1 )15 294 o
3. It has been narrated in a Hadith: “ > 09,5 (&> 903423 Y <” (Do not fast until you sight it <Hilal>). Some people
have popularised this (and other similar meaning of) Ahadith that these are evidence against difference of
horizons. However, the research shows that the alternative meaning of these Ahadith is to rely on Local

Sighting (=zis J6-).

Mufti Muhammad Shafi (RH) has written in Imdad-ul-Mufteen: “Research jurists have specified the Hadith of
Kuraib (RA) with distant lands based on the testimony of the actual event (and not any other factors), in which
the difference of horizons have actually taken place. Also, this has been declared a clear/understandable
meaning of the Sahih-e-Bukhari narration, >4uj,J) l9,adly 4i§,) I5e440< (fast when you sight it, break the fast
when you sight it). Therefore, this is also accepted by the Hanafi scholars. Furthermore, Sahib Bada’i (<>l

Ziw) did not even consider it necessary to quote another opinion. (Imdad-ul-Mufteen, p. 407).
Fatwa (Markaz Al-Dawah Al-Islamia, Dhaka) Page 2 (of 3) Qamar Uddin/March 2022 v1.0
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The earliest interpreter of Sahih Al-Bukhari, Allamah Khatabi (RH) had also written which Mufti Muhammad
Shafi’l (RH) quoted as below:
e & &5yl B9y 09,0 O 58 IS e zgly c M D8 pauall Gy § Aladl plasy dide dlil o Jaz (0500 13]) 1ag3

sine 02l8) IS Jal (S8 cpam (8 0 ol tns 3 I S0, Lo cplasodlg U5y (8 Laand BT i S 0l o 3Dk 09
(28 D 093 Dby g2l

(943/2 &)l oo T Codll e)&;T)

However, as we have said that this matter is both reasoning-based issue (. 34%) and disputed (gbfzf'f ), but the
requirement of the interaction of the pious predecessors, respected elites and the apparent arguments is that the

Local Sighting (=i, $t-) should be made as the original position.

We believe that if serious efforts are made, and mutual dialogue is continued, it is possible for everyone to
agree on this (Local Sighting) position, InshaAllah, because the initiation of following the sighting of other
countries was due to an exceptional circumstance that has now vanished, Alhamdulillah (as described in the

Istifta letter). Therefore, accepting the decision of Local Sighting (=5, &) will lead to ease, InshaAllah.

And Allah knows best.

Writer/Signed by: [seal] The answer is correct (signed by): [seal]
Mufti Muhammad Abdul Malek Mufti Abul Hasan Muhammad Abdullah
Darul Ifta, Markaz Al-Dawah Al-Islamia, Darul Ifta, Markaz Al-Dawah Al-Islamia,
Dhaka, BANGLADESH Dhaka, BANGLADESH

Dated 3 Shaban 1443 Dated 6 Shaban 1443 / 10 March 2022

Islamic Crescents Observation
For the UK (1429/2008)

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk
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Darul Uloom Deoband
Darul Uloom Deoband - Fatwa 5329-939

(Translated from Urdu by Qamar Uddin, 10 April 2022)

o1

Question No: 939 B

Assalamu Alaykum wR wB. Thank you for your query email dated 23 December 2021 (in response to our
Istiftaa date 10 November 2021). Please find attached a reply letter with supportive evidence (ie. a list of
signatories and Hilal photos/evidences). A response by next month [March 2022] will be much appreciated!
Note: Please see a separate document of 4-years monthly Hijri dates compiled by one of our members with
a comparison of the Hijri dates in the UK, Morocco, Saudi Arabia and India. Jzk, Wassalam, Qamar Uddin

Answer No: 130 B
Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim. The reply is given with the blessings of Allah.

In the past, it was not possible to sight the crescent moon in Britain on the 29th of the month. But
according to you, it is not the case any longer. And for many reasons you have stated, it is now possible for
the moon to be sighted and you have presented predicted crescent visibility (Imkan Al-Ruyat) data and
actual observation reports for the past few years. In that case, we say that if the local scholars and credible
Moon Sighting Committee members agree with these research findings, then they should organise and
follow Local Moon Sighting (Mugami Ruyat).

However, if it is not the case because of cloudy weather which is generally the case in Britain (ie. if the
crescent moon is not possible to be sighted) then the news from the nearest latitude (Aqrab Al-Bilad),
meaning nearest country, which is received and verified in the appropriate manner, should be followed as
directed in our previous fatwa from Darul Uloom Deoband issued in 1424 H. [see fatwa on ICOUK website]

And Allah knows best.

[Seal] [Seal]

Signed by: The Answer is correct (signed by):

Mufti Habibur Rahman Mufti Wagar Ali & Mufti Zainul Islam
Darul Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband Darul Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband

Dated 5 April 2022 / 3 Ramadan 1443 AH Dated 5 April 2022 / 3 Ramadan 1443 AH

Islamic Crescents Observation
For the UK (1429/2008)

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk

Qamar Uddin/April 2022 v1.0
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DARUL IFTA DARUL-ULOOM, DEOBAND U. P.

Darul Uloom Deoband - Fatwa 223 B

| have studied your queries very attentively. It has been written from here in the past, that
announcements should be made for the sighting of the moon, based upon information of sightings

from your close country, Morocco.

It is incorrect to make announcements for Eid and Ramadan by following Saudi Arabia for the sake
of ease. Even if a fatwa has been obtained for this purpose, it is against the principles of Shariah.
There is a far greater distance between Britain and Saudi, whereas Morocco is a lot closer to

Britain.

To abandon a close country’s sightings and to accept Saudi’s sighting, is in contradiction with the
principles of Figh. Thereafter, considering the state of the Saudi observations and the difficulties
that are arising from them, which you have written and drawn attention towards. After reading
them, no decision should ever be made blindly in accordance with Saudi observations.

You should enforce with full strength the practice of following Morocco sightings. This is closest to

the truth.

And Allah knows best.

Signed by:

Mufti Habibur Rahman

Darul Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband
18t Safar 1424 AH

[Seal]

The Answer is correct (signed by):
Mufti Kafeelur-Rahman Nishat,
Mufti Zafeeruddin,

Mufti Muhammed Abdullah,
Darul Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband

This answer is correct and is in accordance with
the rulings of Shariah. The closest countries
should be taken into account where there is
less difference in the sunset times.

[Seal]
Mufti Muhammad Tahir,
Darul Ifta, Mazahirul Uloom, Sharanpur.
1st Shaban 1424 AH

I fully agree and | am satisfied with the above
reply.

[Seal]
Mufti Ahmed Khanpuri,

Darul Ifta, Jamia Islamia Dahbel.
2nd Rabiul Thani 1424 AH

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk

Qamar Uddin/April 2022 v1.0
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Islamic Crescents Ob§ewation for the UK
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Reviving the Sunnah of Moon Sighting - Jo 43y A 4 sail) 430l el

Darul Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband
Darul Uloom Road,
Mohalla Deevan Mohtamim,

Uttar Pradesh 247554, INDIA Istiftaa/ e

Our Ref: 4402 /August 2022
Re: UK Moon Sighting Review (Your Ref: 464-79T/B=05/1443)

Respected Ulama of Darul Iftaa,

Assalamu Alaykum wa-Rahmatullahi wa-Barakatuh. Many thanks for your Deoband Fatwa No. 5329-939 (dated 3
Ramadan 1443/5 April 2022) in response to our Istiftaa (Ref: 4302/November 2021), which is much appreciated.

In your above response, you have stated that if the moon can be sighted locally in the UK, then we should organise and

follow Local Moon Sighting (=z», S&+) and if it’s always cloudy then to follow the nearest country (st Ji h,/"l’), InshaAllah.

However, we have been advised by other Ulama groups that you have already permitted them to follow far distant
countries (ie South Africa), so they are not bound to follow the UK Moon Sighting or even the nearest Muslim country
(Morocco) in order to be close to or same date as the Saudi Ummul Qura Calendar (based on New Moon)!

Therefore, please re-clarify, is it permissible for the UK Muslims to abandon Local Moon Sighting or the nearest Muslim
country (Morocco) and jump to a very far distant country (South Africa) with 4 - 5 hours sunset time difference related to

moon visibility times (see next page), leading to different 29™-day month count with UK Local Moon Sighting (s $G-)?

The reason for seeking the above clarification is because there is a misunderstanding amongst some of the UK ulama
groups that: (a) the time difference between the UK and South Africa is only 1 hour and (b) South Africa's moon sighting is
somehow more reliable than Morocco? Please see the attached fatwa (Ref. 1205/9 Shawwal 1428).

We wish to point out that the Istiftaa mentioned above was a mistake (or misleading) for the following reasons:

(1) the Time-Zone (TZ) difference between the UK and South Africa is GMT+2 hrs, which reduces to 1 hour during the
British Summer Time (BST). However, the sunset differences are 4 to 5 hours between the UK (Summer) and South
Africa (Winter)!

(2) The monthly Moon Sighting declarations received from the Morocco Awqaf Ministry includes the results from 278
sighting points by fully trained/experienced observers (including their Army/Navy) and not by any ordinary public.

(3) South Africa is over 8,000 miles away from the UK in the opposite Hemisphere, which only has half a dozen sighting
points by the general/ inexperienced public (Ref. Late Dr Abdulrazak Ebrahim) and hence their system is not as
reliable as Morocco. Note that Morocco also fully meets all the Hanafi Figh rules (including Jamme Gafir).

We are anxiously waiting for your reply to help the UK Muslims to unite on Local Moon Sighting, InshaAllah.
Wassalam,

Eng. Qamar Uddin, York (UK)

on behalf of ICOUK Members

Dated: 5 August 2022 / 7 Muharram 1444

Inc. (1) Deoband Fatwa to follow South Africa, (2) Morocco Fax for Rabi-Il 1443 (3) Wifaqul Ulama Calendar 1443-04

t: +447831534701 (SMS), f: +441904352221, e: info@moonsighting.org.uk, w: www.moonsighting.org.uk




Distance and Sunset Differences from the UK
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Man data @2021 Gooale INEGI  United Kinadom

Notice the distance between Damascus (SY) and Madinah (SA) mentioned in Kuraib Hadith (800 miles apart).
aﬁéﬁ/\"uff’{)yﬁuyné.‘;x /}'y}//luté/ﬂg/

Comparison of Sunset times between the UK to Morocco, Saudi Arabia and South Africa (Quran 91:1-2)
W-F T 266l BT F e L 3 857 sl f S0 o Pl e s
Bradford (GMT) Rabat (GMT) Cape Town (GMT+2) |Mecca (GMT+3)

New Moon |Time Al - 5598 Loy SiSlye - bl 485581 (39— O3B S |ss (S2gmuw - 4Sle

Sunset Moonset |Sunset Moonset |Sunset Moonset Sunset Moonset
29/06/2022]02:52 GMT |21 g |le o oWl Loyb |l wob [obsl Lgb |Slr s ol Lo s |slr ot
Dhul Hijjah |29/06/2022 20:42 21:41 19:43 20:26 17:47 17:57 19:07 19:38
1443 (2022)|GMT Adjust |20:42 21:41 19:43 20:26 15:47 15:57 16:07 16:38
Best-Time |SS+(4/9xlLag) 21:08 20:02 17:51 19:20
UK Sunset |Difference  [00:00 Joo:00 00:59 [o1:15 04:55 |os:44 04:35 [os:03

Sunset Differences between the UK to: Morocco (1 hr), Saudi Arabia (4.5 hrs), South Africa (5 hrs) [QU/7/22]
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A bad

Mbcaiana Sclapiman Cham

Fatwa Deoband to follow South Africa - English

Wifaqul Ulama (London) Fatwa Enquiry / Ref. 1349
Praise be to 3&4ll.
What do the scholars of Deen and Sharia say about the following issue.

South Africa has a correct system of observing Hilal. Local Hanafi scholars
committee do organise the sighting of new moon and after thorough
investigation in accordance with the Sharia make the decision.

This country is in the East of Britain and has only one hour difference in time.
Does their decision of moon sighting is acceptable for the people of Britain?

Furthermore, Mufti Saeed Ahmed Sahab Palanpuri (4de 40l &>)) has supported
their moon sighting system. He also said that the South Africa's moon sighting is
more acceptable than of Morocco, because South Africa has scholars of our

Maslak and are working on the righteous way.| o te from the IcOUK Editor:

The crescent moon visibility is linked to
sunsets (Quran 91:1-2). There are up to
4-5 hours sunset time differences
between the UK &South Africa. Morocco
is closer to the UK and their sighting
fully meets the Hanafi Figh conditions
(and hence more reliable!) [QU/9/2021]

You are requested to guide us in this regard.
Wassalam

Enquiry from Committee members

Wifaqul Ulama / London UK

o)l el dl ey / Ref. 1205
The reply is with the blessings of e
The one-hour difference in time is not a significant difference.

Their (South Africa) moon sighting decisions is acceptable to the people of Britain
and is more reliable and correct than that of Morocco. Mufti Saeed Sahab is
correct and | too support his saying.

And Allah knows best.

Habib-ur Rahman / Mufti Darul Uloom Deoband / Endorsed by Mahmood Hussain
Bulandshahri and Zainul Islam Qasmi / 9 Shawwal 1428 H (21 October 2007)
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~ Fn =
The sighting proved to be negative according o &;'Ftules of the Sharia.

Therefore, the first day of Rabii Athani 1443 A.H. will be Sunday,
November 7™, 2021 A.D. The Month of Rabii Al-Awwal has fulfilled thirty

.ORG.UK

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk
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Darul Uloom Deoband
Darul Uloom Deoband - Fatwa 06487-1444

Translated from Urdu by Haseeb Ullah (edited by Qamar Uddin), 26 January 2023

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim. The reply is given with the blessings of Allah.
All praise is due to Allah and peace and salutation be upon Prophet Muhammad ().

| answer by the grace of Allah Almighty, who is free from all sins and mistakes (infallible).

This fatwa is being issued by the Dar Al-Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband [India] concerning the moon sighting
in the UK (Britain). A fatwa has been issued from here in 1424 AH/2003 (Ref: 223/B, 1424 AH) that the
Muslims of the UK may announce their moon sighting based on the news of sighting in their nearby
[Muslim] country, Morocco, on the condition that the news reaches them by the prescribed/acceptable
method. Another fatwa based on a similar question was issued a year ago (Ref: 939/B, 1443 AH) as above.

It appears there was yet another fatwa (1349/B, 1428 AH) issued that the decision of the moon sighting of
South Africa would be acceptable to (the people of) UK and that would be more valid and correct than
following Morocco (till the end). This was written on the basis that the questioner (mustafta) had written
in the question the time difference between the UK and South Africa was only a 1-hour. If this is incorrect,
as you have written; and rather Morocco is the closest country [to UK], then the ruling written in the
fatwa (1349/B, 1428 AH) [to follow South Africa] will not be effective [or valid].

Nonetheless, the legal ruling (fatwa) of Dar al-Ifta Darul Uloom Deoband about the moon sighting in UK is
the same as that which was issued in 1424 AH, then in 1443 AH. It means, first of all the people of UK
should follow local moon sighting. If for any reason this is not possible (eg. it is always cloudy), then act
upon the news (via the prescribed/acceptable method) of sighting of the nearest country (e.g. Morocco).

And Allah knows best.
Written/Signed by: The Answer is correct (signed by):
Mufti Zainul Islam Qasmi Allahabadi Mufti Mahmud Hasan Buland Shahri;
Darul Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband [India] Mufti Muhammad Asadullah
Dated: 26 Jumada-Il 1444 / 19 January 2023 Darul Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband [India]
[Seal] Dated: 28 Jumada-Il 1444 / 21 January 2023

Islamic Crescents Observation
For the UK (1429/2008)

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk

Qamar Uddin/January 2023 v1.0
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Local and Regional Moon Sighting Boundary

(Adapted from a Testimony Panel presentation by Eng. Qamar Uddin; dated 7 September 2021)

Introduction

There is a lot of confusion about the local (or regional) moon sighting boundary (Matla) amongst the Muslims. Some
people consider that to be within their own country (eg. UK) and include neighbouring countries in the same region
(eg. Morocco). Yet, some others consider the countries in the opposite Hemisphere is also included in the boundary
(eg. South Africa or South America)! So, let’s explore these definitions from a technical and scientific perspective to
see if we can define the local sighting boundary in the light of the Quran and Sunnah (using the Day and Night Maps).

Allah says: {BY 13] yadll33Blbs Lualidis),
“And by the sun and its brightness; And by the moon, as it follows it (the sun)” [Quran 91:1-2]

In the commentary of the Quran (Tafsir Ibn Kathir), one of the eminent companions of the Prophet (#), Qatada (RA)
said that this verse means, In the night of the crescent moon (Hilal), the moon must follow the sun. That is, the sun
sets first and then the moon becomes visible (until the moon sets). So, this verse is telling us the sighting of the moon
is between sunset to moonset. It is also well-known that sunset and moonset are related to a given location on earth
and they (sunset and moonset) do not happen at the same time in all places of the earth.

Similarly, a number of authentic Ahadith mentioned that, “If the sky is cloudy for you, then complete 30-days”
(Muslim, Book 13/Hadith 6). It is well-known amongst the weather/meteorology experts that cloudiness is a local
phenomenon and the entire country or the whole world is never cloudy at the same time. Hence, the Ahadith indicate
Local Moon Sighting, as was the practice of the Prophet (£8) and his Rightly Guided Khulafa Rashideen (Ref: Advice of
Umar (RA) to the residents of the mountains to follow their own moon sighting — see reference [1])!

Definition of Local Boundary

We shall explain and define the boundary using the Day and Night maps based on the globe as given on various
astronomy websites such as TimeAndDate.com or SkyViewCafe.com etc.

The Day and Night maps indicate the sunset and sunrise times for
every location on earth at regular intervals. They are then plotted on
a world map so the curves can be seen through different dates (see
Fig.1). If we consider the UK boundary and take the easternmost city
(eg. Great Yarmouth) for the seasons, then we find that the
difference between Sunset and Moonset is about 1 - 1.5 hours (using
HMNAO Websurf Moon_Viz program).

For example, on 11 June 2021, the Moonset Lag time for Great
Yarmouth (UK) is 81 mins (HMNAO/Code B), which varies slightly from month to month down to 60 mins (approx.).
The difference between the sunset and the moonset for a given location is called the Moonset Lag time, which defines
the limit of the Hilal visibility window. Note that the moon may not become visible until sometimes after the sunset
due to solar glare. So, for all practical purposes, if we can share similar sunset and moonset times through all the areas
of our locations (or cities) in a country, then we can say this is the Local Sighting boundary because of the same
possibility of sighting the moon anywhere within that area. This definition of the Local Moon Sighting boundary (or
Sharing of Night) is consistent with the Quran and Sunnah.

To define the Moon Sighting zone (Matla), let us consider the Day and Night Maps cover around the UK. Rather than
going through all the 365 days of the year’s Day and Night Maps, we shall just choose four key dates as follows:

1. Spring - when the Days and Nights are equal lengths (March),

2. Summer - when the earth is tilting towards the Sun ie. longer Days and shorter Nights (June) and

3. Autumn - when the Days and Nights are back to equal length (September),

4. Winter - when the earth is tilting away from the Sun ie. shorter Days and longer Nights (December)

Moon Sighting Boundary Page 1 (of 4) QU/6/2022 v1.2
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Hilal Visibility Window for Spring

Consider the Day and Night Map for 21 March 2021 (Sunset at 18:10
GMT) in the East of the UK (Great Yarmouth). If we move West of the
sunset point by 1 hour and 10 mins later, then we see that Sunset
covers the whole of the UK from the East to the West.

Recall that the Moonset Lag time is about 80 mins (ie. 1 hour and 20
mins) for Great Yarmouth. So, using that Lag Time from the sunset on
the Eastern point to the sunset on the Western point will be the

Hilal Visibility Window for Summer

width of the Hilal Visibility Window for the Spring season (see Fig.2).

Now, let us move to 21 June 2021, which is the longest day of the
year in the Northern Hemisphere (as the Earth is tilted 23.5°
towards the sun) and it will be the shortest day of the year in the
Southern Hemisphere.

Looking at the Sunset curve at the Eastern point of the UK (Sunset
at 21:20 BST), which is tilting from the top-right (East) towards the
bottom-left (West), shows the neighbouring Regions (i.e. Europe

and West Africa) have already past their Sunset and probably past

their Moonset too.

If we now move 1 hour and 10 mins or so towards the West, that would be the Moonset point. As before, the width of
the curve between the sunset and the moonset points is the Hilal Visibility Window for the Summer season, which is at

that angle like a forward-slash / (see Fig.3).

Hilal Visibility Window for Autumn

Let us now move to 21 September 2021 (Autumn), which is
similar to the Spring type of days and nights, where the length
of days and nights are almost equal (ie. 12 hrs each), and the
Hilal Visibility Window is also similar to in the Spring season. The
Sunset is 18:55 BST in the East of the UK (Great Yarmouth). If we
move West of the sunset point by 1 hour and 10 mins later, then
we see that Sunset covers the whole of the UK from the East to
the West. And again, using that Lag Time from the sunset on the
Eastern point to the sunset on the Western point will be the

width of the Hilal Visibility Window for the Autumn season (see Fig.4).

Hilal Visibility Window for Winter

Now, let us move to 21 December 2021 (Sunset at 15:55 GMT),
which is tilting from the top-left (West) towards the bottom-right
(East). It is the shortest day of the year in the Northern
Hemisphere (as the Earth is tilted 23.5° away from the sun) and
it will be the longest day of the year in the Southern Hemisphere.
If we now move 1 hour and 10 mins or so towards the West, that
would be the Moonset point. As before, the width of the curve
between the sunset and the moonset points is the Hilal Visibility R
Window for the Winter season, which is at that angle like a backward slash \ (see Fig.5). Note that the neighbouring

Regions (i.e. Europe and West Africa) are still in the day-time (early afternoon), well before their Sunsets.

Moon Sighting Boundary
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Since the UK sunset is a few hours before the neighbouring Regions, it is possible to see the Hilal and start the month
before them as was the case many years ago (eg. 2009), when the elliptical orbit of the moon was over the Northern
Hemisphere, before the Southern Hemisphere (and in future during Major Lunar Standstills, eg. in 2025, 2043 etc)!

Hilal Visibility Window for all seasons

If we now replace all the previous Day and Night curves over the
UK with the bandings for all four seasons (Spring, Summer,
Autumn and Winter), then we will find they all form a diamond-
shaped area that is shared through all seasons.

This method is similar to the Venn Diagram used in
Mathematics, where we can say that the common area for all
seasons of the Hilal Visibility Window is the area inside the
diamond-shaped/triangle area. So that means, the moon would
be visible within that area throughout all the seasons, but not
outside that area because we are not sharing the Sunset to Moonset times of that area with other places on the globe
(see Fig.6).

If we were to go through all the seasons daily, the diamond-shape will form into a circle because the world is a sphere
(round) and not a flat plane. Note that the area under the circle is approximate in order to explain the concept of how
to define the Local Areas or Local Boundary scientifically. But we can confidently say that this is the Local Sighting
boundary because the probability of anyone sighting the moon within the circle is almost equal.

Regional Boundary (Exceptional Case)

Let us now consider the scenario if the moon was not seen for a few consecutive months due to Major Lunar
Standstills, as was the case in 1987, 2006 etc (or totally cloudy). In such a situation, we may have to resort to finding
other solutions for such a hardship to sight the moon for Ramadan and Eid. In such cases, we have to keep completing
30-days or expand our local area to the Local Region (i.e. Agrab Al-Balad) towards the Equator, as an Exceptional Case.

€5 0 0 8 spesdanive

The question arises, what is the outer-limit of the
Nearest Latitude or how far distance can we expand?
We can use the area under the outer triangle as
markers for the limit of expanding the Local Region
because most of the time in the year (i.e. 3 out of 4
seasons or 8 out of 12 months), our Hilal Visibility
Window will be the same in that region and for the
other few montbhs, it will be slightly before or slightly
after the UK sunset times (see Fig.7). So, this is for the
Exceptional Case (wl> Sldiwl).

K 20210321 11140 i

Note that this principle of the Nearest Latitude also agrees with the Figh ruling described in Allamah Dr Khalid
Mahmood'’s book, “Why Two Eids?”. It says in his book, “similarity of rising [visibility] time”. He also said that it is not
correct that “Unity of Horizon” (/ttihad e Matale) or Global Sighting is the Hanafi position! That is not true. He says
that the Hanafi scholars only use that for nearby locations and they rejected it for far distance countries. The concept
of nearby countries also agrees with our current understanding of the world with global communications, which may
not have been the case in the 15th century, but certainly, it is the case in the 21st century. That is, Unity of Horizons is
only valid for locations within a reasonable distance because Time Zone differences make some parts of the world as
night and other parts as day, hence the whole world can never have Unity of Horizon for moon sighting purposes!

Local Sighting Boundary of Kuraib Hadith

A question may arise, how does the above principle (using Day and Night maps) compare with historical facts? So, let
us now fast backward in time to the 7th century and apply the same principle to the Kuraib Hadith as recorded in
many books of Ahadith (e.g. Sahih Muslim) which highlights the Moon Sighting boundary (Matale). The Hadith

Moon Sighting Boundary Page 3 (of 4) QU/6/2022 v1.2
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mentions that a traveller from Madinah (Saudi Arabia) went to visit Damascus (Syria) where the crescent moon of
Ramadan was sighted on Friday and when he returned to Madinah (before the end of Ramadan) he discovered that it
was sighted on Saturday. However, Ibn Abbas (RA) did not back-date the start of Ramadan to the previous day based
on the moon sighting by Mu'awiya (RA) in Damascus (a far distant city) and insisted on following the Local Moon
Sighting of Madinah or completing 30-days, as commanded by the Prophet (£8). Note that these two places
mentioned in the Hadith (ie. Madinah and Damascus) are two capital cities in two far distant countries of the world
mentioned in historical texts (and not like the neighbouring cities in the modern world within short distances).

If we apply the same principle of the Hilal Visibility Window
(using Day and Night maps) as explained above, we will find
that the Local Moon Sighting of Damascus is different from
that of Madinah. That is, they both have a separate area of
Local Moon Sighting zones through all seasons and do not
overlap with each other (see Fig.8). So, now we can use this
explanation to support the Kuraib Hadith that both cities of
the world had separate Sighting Zones. It was not as some
people misunderstood that Damascus was in the West of
Madinah and hence, they didn't follow it (or vice versa).

IR 2021-03-21 11:40 .00:00 [/ 8 1 mascarer i

Now, let us fast forward from the Kuraib Hadith in the 7th century to the 14th century. That is the lifetime of Shaykh
ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (RA) who used to live in Damascus. He was a Hanbali scholar, but accepted by all Maslak, as a
leading scholar of his time and he said in Majmua Fatawa (vol.13/p.62) that if there is a sighting in the East, then it
must be sighted in the West but not the other way around (_«S=2 Y3). What is not clear is that the distance between
the East and West was the maximum travelling distance of their time through which the news can be conveyed.
Realise that in the 14th century, news could not be conveyed from Australia to America (East to West) in one evening,
especially when they are Day and Night apart. So, we can reasonably conclude that the ruling by lbn Taymiyyah (RA)
applies to the East-West of the Local Sighting zone, which also agrees with the Kuraib Hadith.

Summary of Moon Sighting Boundary

The Moon Sighting Zone (Matla) is defined as the Hilal Visibility Window that is shared through all seasons (using Day
and Night maps) and it is under the same legal jurisdiction. However, if there is an exceptional case due to some
hardships (Haraj) when the moon cannot be seen for many consecutive months on the 29" lunar date, then the Moon
Sighting Boundary may be expanded to the Regional Sighting Zone where the visibility must be shared for most of the
seasons. The Regional Sighting Zone could be interpreted as the old equivalent of Ittihad Matla (Unity of Horizons),
which was commonly interpreted as “Global Sighting” in the past, but it should be interpreted as Regional Sighting in
the 21° century. The expansion of the Local Sighting to Regional Sighting boundary should be only used for the
duration of any hardships and not beyond that (e.g. while developing Sighting Locations in critical areas).

The above definition of the Local Moon Sighting Boundary is fully consistent with the Quran (2:189/ 9:36/ 91:1-2),
Sunnah/Kuraib Hadith (Bukhari/Muslim), Figh (lkhtilaf Al Matale) and Islamic History, as explained by Shaykh ul-Islam
Ibn Taymiyyah (RA) in the 14 century Damascus (Syria). It is also consistent with the advice of Khulafa Rashideen,
such as Umar (RA) to the residents of the mountains to follow their own moon sighting, even if it differs from other

“@ 5

regions! [1] Note also, the Prophet (#8) said: {frgall fpaalsll BN &g ‘_;u.w (&Ja.e}, “Follow my Sunnah and the

Sunnah of the Khulafa ar-Rashideen” (AbuDawud, Book 42/Hadith 12) (Tirmidhi, Book 41/Hadith 32).

Therefore, it can be safely concluded that following Local Moon Sighting by the British Muslims from within the British
Isles is fully consistent with the Quran and Sunnah. We hope and pray that the UK Muslims will support their Imams
and Scholars to unite on Local Moon Sighting, sooner than later, InshaAllah. [Qamar Uddin / June 2022]

Reference: UK Moon Sighting Fatawa 1443/April 2022 (English/Urdu PDF, 56 pages) [www.moonsighting.org.uk]

[*] Ghareeb al-Hadith, Imam Abu Suleiman al-Khattabi (d.388 AH), Vol. 2/P.103, Umm al-Qura University, Makkah, Saudi Arabia.
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