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Darul Uloom Karachi - Fatwa 2683/41  
The Answer with the Praise and Prayer (to Allah) 

1) According to our research so far, a telescope that increases the power/ability of the eye and with the help of 

lenses, etc., gathers the light of a celestial body on the horizon and increases its size, thus facilitating its viewing, 

seems to us to be correct according to Islamic law to consider the sighting of the moon seen through it as the 

actual sighting of the real moon.  

 

However, if a telescope, apart from these functions, performs some extraordinary action and makes the celestial 

body visible, for example, it shows the celestial body even though it is below the horizon, or it shows a self-

created form or image of the celestial body based on calculations without the actual existence of the celestial 

body, then the moon seen through such a telescope will not be considered valid because this is against the 

Islamic principle of the sighting, which is "the crescent itself must be seen as real".  

 

This is because a sighting done according to an extraordinary method will be necessary to be content with the 

mere existence of the moon, in which the general and simple principle of sighting prescribed by Islamic law will 

be abandoned. Rather, in such a case, the prevailing assumption would be that it was not capable of being seen, 

so it is not possible to consider it as the real sighting of the crescent moon. 

 

2) to 4) In the case of sighting in itself, if the evidence of sighting testimony is received using a telescope, then after 

examining it, a decision can be made accordingly. In this regard, the conditions that exist in the case of clear skies 

and cloudy skies will be kept in mind. For example, in the case of clear skies, a decision will not be made 

according to the testimony of one or two people, but the testimony of a large number of people will be 

necessary.  

 

Also, since the HMNAO codes have been determined in the light of previous experiences, the opposite of which 

is also possible, and indeed, is the case, as mentioned in the question.  Therefore, according to the HMNAO 

codes, the possibility of seeing with the naked eye does not mean that it will necessarily be seen, but it is quite 

possible that it will not be seen with the naked eye, but rather it will be seen through a telescope. Thus, the 

possibility of seeing through a telescope does not mean that it is impossible to see with the naked eye, but rather 

it may be seen with the naked eye, as it is mentioned 3 times in the question. (Fatwa Reference: 2569/20) 

 

5) Yes, a camera can be used to simply search for the moon, however, the sighting through it will not be considered 

reliable, but rather the sighting through the naked eye or a telescope will be necessary. 
 

And Allah knows best. 
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