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Darul Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband
Darul Uloom Road,
Mohalla Deevan Mohtamim,

Uttar Pradesh 247554, INDIA Istiftaa/ e

Our Ref: 4402 /August 2022
Re: UK Moon Sighting Review (Your Ref: 464-79T/B=05/1443)

Respected Ulama of Darul Iftaa,

Assalamu Alaykum wa-Rahmatullahi wa-Barakatuh. Many thanks for your Deoband Fatwa No. 5329-939 (dated 3
Ramadan 1443/5 April 2022) in response to our Istiftaa (Ref: 4302/November 2021), which is much appreciated.

In your above response, you have stated that if the moon can be sighted locally in the UK, then we should organise and

follow Local Moon Sighting (=z», S&+) and if it’s always cloudy then to follow the nearest country (st Ji h,/"l’), InshaAllah.

However, we have been advised by other Ulama groups that you have already permitted them to follow far distant
countries (ie South Africa), so they are not bound to follow the UK Moon Sighting or even the nearest Muslim country
(Morocco) in order to be close to or same date as the Saudi Ummul Qura Calendar (based on New Moon)!

Therefore, please re-clarify, is it permissible for the UK Muslims to abandon Local Moon Sighting or the nearest Muslim
country (Morocco) and jump to a very far distant country (South Africa) with 4 - 5 hours sunset time difference related to

moon visibility times (see next page), leading to different 29™-day month count with UK Local Moon Sighting (s $G-)?

The reason for seeking the above clarification is because there is a misunderstanding amongst some of the UK ulama
groups that: (a) the time difference between the UK and South Africa is only 1 hour and (b) South Africa's moon sighting is
somehow more reliable than Morocco? Please see the attached fatwa (Ref. 1205/9 Shawwal 1428).

We wish to point out that the Istiftaa mentioned above was a mistake (or misleading) for the following reasons:

(1) the Time-Zone (TZ) difference between the UK and South Africa is GMT+2 hrs, which reduces to 1 hour during the
British Summer Time (BST). However, the sunset differences are 4 to 5 hours between the UK (Summer) and South
Africa (Winter)!

(2) The monthly Moon Sighting declarations received from the Morocco Awqaf Ministry includes the results from 278
sighting points by fully trained/experienced observers (including their Army/Navy) and not by any ordinary public.

(3) South Africa is over 8,000 miles away from the UK in the opposite Hemisphere, which only has half a dozen sighting
points by the general/ inexperienced public (Ref. Late Dr Abdulrazak Ebrahim) and hence their system is not as
reliable as Morocco. Note that Morocco also fully meets all the Hanafi Figh rules (including Jamme Gafir).

We are anxiously waiting for your reply to help the UK Muslims to unite on Local Moon Sighting, InshaAllah.
Wassalam,

Eng. Qamar Uddin, York (UK)

on behalf of ICOUK Members

Dated: 5 August 2022 / 7 Muharram 1444

Inc. (1) Deoband Fatwa to follow South Africa, (2) Morocco Fax for Rabi-Il 1443 (3) Wifaqul Ulama Calendar 1443-04

t: +447831534701 (SMS), f: +441904352221, e: info@moonsighting.org.uk, w: www.moonsighting.org.uk
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Notice the distance between Damascus (SY) and Madinah (SA) mentioned in Kuraib Hadith (800 miles apart).
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Comparison of Sunset times between the UK to Morocco, Saudi Arabia and South Africa (Quran 91:1-2)
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Fatwa Deoband to follow South Africa - English

Wifaqul Ulama (London) Fatwa Enquiry / Ref. 1349
Praise be to 3&4ll.
What do the scholars of Deen and Sharia say about the following issue.

South Africa has a correct system of observing Hilal. Local Hanafi scholars
committee do organise the sighting of new moon and after thorough
investigation in accordance with the Sharia make the decision.

This country is in the East of Britain and has only one hour difference in time.
Does their decision of moon sighting is acceptable for the people of Britain?

Furthermore, Mufti Saeed Ahmed Sahab Palanpuri (4de 40l &>)) has supported
their moon sighting system. He also said that the South Africa's moon sighting is
more acceptable than of Morocco, because South Africa has scholars of our

Maslak and are working on the righteous way.| o te from the IcOUK Editor:

The crescent moon visibility is linked to
sunsets (Quran 91:1-2). There are up to
4-5 hours sunset time differences
between the UK &South Africa. Morocco
is closer to the UK and their sighting
fully meets the Hanafi Figh conditions
(and hence more reliable!) [QU/9/2021]

You are requested to guide us in this regard.
Wassalam

Enquiry from Committee members

Wifaqul Ulama / London UK

o)l el dl ey / Ref. 1205
The reply is with the blessings of e
The one-hour difference in time is not a significant difference.

Their (South Africa) moon sighting decisions is acceptable to the people of Britain
and is more reliable and correct than that of Morocco. Mufti Saeed Sahab is
correct and | too support his saying.

And Allah knows best.

Habib-ur Rahman / Mufti Darul Uloom Deoband / Endorsed by Mahmood Hussain
Bulandshahri and Zainul Islam Qasmi / 9 Shawwal 1428 H (21 October 2007)




KINGDOM OF MOROCCO
MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS
AND ISLAMIC AFFAIRS

12/8/2021/179 0 5 NOV 2021

Department of Islamic Affairs
Meshour Essaid,

Rabat,

Morocco.

Islamic crescent observation
For the UK
Fax: 0044 19043 52221
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The sighting proved to be megative accwngtuﬂwes of the Sharia.
Therefore, the first day of Rabii Athani 1443 A.H. will be Sunday,
November 7", 2021 A.D. The Month of Rabii Al-Awwal has fulfilled thirty

.ORG.UK

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk



admin
Rectangle


Sat

06-Nov

1

13-Nov

8

20-Nov

15

27-Nov

22

04-Dec
Moon sighting

@@ WIFAQUL ULAMA

WWW.WIFAQULULAMA.CO.UK y LT J

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

07-Nov 08-Nov 09-Nov 10-Nov 11-Nov 12-Nov

2 3 4 5 6 7
14-Nov 15-Nov 16-Nov 17-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov

9 10 11 12 13 14
21-Nov 22-Nov 23-Nov 24-Nov 25-Nov 26-Nov
16 17 18 19 20 21
28-Nov 29-Nov 30-Nov 01-Dec 02-Dec 03-Dec
23 24 25 26 27 28
05-Dec

FASTING IS RECOMMMENDED ON

29 30 / 1 MONDAYS, THURSDAYS, 13™, 14™ & 15™

f /wifaqululama @/wifaqululama ”/wifaqululama » /wifaqululamail

[@ engage@wifaqululama.co.uk ‘ +447956589613 0 +443000301102 I@ +442030063255


admin
Highlight


Islamic Crescents Observation for the UK
3aaciall ASTaall ‘_g ala>U Zi,,m)w‘;!\ 2\_}5\]&\

Reviving the Sunnah of Moon Sighting - Jo 43y A 4 sail) 430l el

o P iUy

I Sl

LA 24755475 451

(464-79T/B=05/1443) : 76_142022=4-R3/4402) : 51

oAb s (o)L

el e 7 3o

e L0220 45/1443003 5.5)939-5329 255 egp LT e 2L (2021 2914302 N W18 3.7 5 )
F

= /”?mﬂﬂ}@’” /ﬁz}!,élgb’/?&'ﬂ((cd/d w)&;xlgd L:»uﬁ”‘?:g"fﬂx%&d (AP Lgf’f Aabf LTt R s s

2 b A o SO D

L '&Sxtgiégu;w:w;;w;tgn& S8l g DM s S TS e 5 P e st e
UV S LG e DI Peor Lo ia Lo S m 8P M i S S

$a8 @D Ltsmenedl S KDL o A &S;lgu’ s S Pl LI L S g IE bodys37 oz i
S0 Lo 290 bl TE e L Lyt & L P AU 280 G5 6L T syt i L T s oS5z S
?Lgt’ndiﬁiluﬁ[?‘f

() s 28152 3 e Ll 3 A0 b (@) S Qo b gl s A PP L oy S on S oolontl oo
L(1428U129/1205 19)85 L3S oot Ut d_ 5 P /‘+,9'Jsb,&;,éyf AN

GG g Sl o S 2 At

AN AL g bt EEE VL BST) i Py Sree &5 GMTH2 3¢ (T2 el n 3 A5 1 26,(D
e G 5 4t BT el ()

L ARSI o7 K ;“/ﬁgafj4/,bJ‘(zuganu‘uféL}Lawuﬁﬂxlgm8u:.>vm£&fmg;l,nz__ﬁw,iw;,J B¢
L(EAT A /"flﬁ’(i PIUIIKF ViU et ie J< 8,000 b S id il /'IQ}?G).{.ALQML‘»JU’WJ( Sz
EUASD g gy L3FEF S Sed ek Py Sae 7 SFE BRI oA & P i 2
¥

ielSled s 4 uﬁLnﬁ{&ﬂ;&d Ed UM L ﬂ"uj‘L/LWILﬁ L2l T

(4‘ s

DSk 2. el

= el AL ICOUK =~

514440 £7/2022=15: 5.

04-1443 /36314430005 121, 2 A Ds S8 3 /0585 g 1) L

t: +447831534701 (SMS), f: +441904352221, e: info@moonsighting.org.uk, w: www.moonsighting.org.uk




i nllulllinal=ll
WA N AT AT I Sl

APl oA
L4 g .

et
{ v b E— Lf
[

Darul Uloom Deoband
Darul Uloom Deoband - Fatwa 06487-1444

Translated from Urdu by Haseeb Ullah (edited by Qamar Uddin), 26 January 2023

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim. The reply is given with the blessings of Allah.
All praise is due to Allah and peace and salutation be upon Prophet Muhammad ().

| answer by the grace of Allah Almighty, who is free from all sins and mistakes (infallible).

This fatwa is being issued by the Dar Al-Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband [India] concerning the moon sighting
in the UK (Britain). A fatwa has been issued from here in 1424 AH/2003 (Ref: 223/B, 1424 AH) that the
Muslims of the UK may announce their moon sighting based on the news of sighting in their nearby
[Muslim] country, Morocco, on the condition that the news reaches them by the prescribed/acceptable
method. Another fatwa based on a similar question was issued a year ago (Ref: 939/B, 1443 AH) as above.

It appears there was yet another fatwa (1349/B, 1428 AH) issued that the decision of the moon sighting of
South Africa would be acceptable to (the people of) UK and that would be more valid and correct than
following Morocco (till the end). This was written on the basis that the questioner (mustafta) had written
in the question the time difference between the UK and South Africa was only a 1-hour. If this is incorrect,
as you have written; and rather Morocco is the closest country [to UK], then the ruling written in the
fatwa (1349/B, 1428 AH) [to follow South Africa] will not be effective [or valid].

Nonetheless, the legal ruling (fatwa) of Dar al-Ifta Darul Uloom Deoband about the moon sighting in UK is
the same as that which was issued in 1424 AH, then in 1443 AH. It means, first of all the people of UK
should follow local moon sighting. If for any reason this is not possible (eg. it is always cloudy), then act
upon the news (via the prescribed/acceptable method) of sighting of the nearest country (e.g. Morocco).

And Allah knows best.
Written/Signed by: The Answer is correct (signed by):
Mufti Zainul Islam Qasmi Allahabadi Mufti Mahmud Hasan Buland Shahri;
Darul Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband [India] Mufti Muhammad Asadullah
Dated: 26 Jumada-Il 1444 / 19 January 2023 Darul Ifta, Darul Uloom Deoband [India]
[Seal] Dated: 28 Jumada-Il 1444 / 21 January 2023

Islamic Crescents Observation
For the UK (1429/2008)

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk

Qamar Uddin/January 2023 v1.0
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