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Preface: 

1. The actual ruling regarding Moonsighting is: 

a. In a Muslim country a person or committee delegated by the official authority to 

make the decision on moonsighting, will make the announcement after conducting 

a proper qada process. This entity will be such that the common people rely on it 

and includes at least one Alim who has knowledge and understanding of Qadha 

and specially moonsighting.  

 

However, in a non-muslim country a group of Ulama shall have this authority and 

establish a committee which is to declare a decision on moonsighting.  

 

b. It is preferred to have local moonsighting conducted and try to unite the muslims 

upon it.  
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c. If for any valid reason e.g. where the sky is generally not clear enough for the moon 

to be sighted then they can announce the moonsighting based on the authentic 

decision of a place which is near to them, but this has to be done by either of the 

three shariah procedures “shahdah ala sahad” or “shahadah alal qadha” or 

“istafada”. So wherever the moon is declared sighted and the news reaches the 

ulama by either of the three ways just described, the decision can be accepted as 

followed. The meaning and detail of “istafada” can be read in “ahsan ulfatwa” , v:4, 

p:471. 

 

2. The declaration of moonsighting in Saudi Arabia is mainly for the implementation in its 

own boundaries, it cannot be implemented directly in other countries unless the 

moonsighting committee of that place accepts it in accordance with the shar’i conditions 

as described above. However it is found that Saudi moonsighting declarations are 

sometimes unsatisfactory and non-reliable in the light of astronomical data, additionally 

Saudi moonsighting is not done according to the principles of Hanafi school of thought. 

Therefore it is advised not to consider Saudi Arabia’s moonsighting as standard to be 

taken, rather such as country should be followed where the system of moonsighting is 

satisfactory and is closer geographically and timewise. The details of this can be seen in 

ahsan ulfatwa” , v:4, p:426. 

 

Now the answer to your question is as followed: 

 

As mentioned above it is preferred to follow a country other than Saudi Arabia especially if what 

is stated in the question is actually the case.  
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Taking witness via Skype is permissible  

The answer to both of these question is that if the following condition are met then it is 

permissible to accept witness because this will be considered one sitting (majlis): 

a- There is no possibility of deception, for example: the one who testifies to have seen the 

moon must be seen to be a muslim etc 

b- Making sure that the condition of witnessing the moon are met. 

However, an endeavour should be made that a committee of muslims is made in France, which 

takes witnesses and makes the decision, then inform you. It should be noted that if the moon 

can be sighted in the local region then effort to sight is made, a different country should not be  

made the standard if there is possibility of moon being sighted locally.  

 

 

admin
Text Box
Question: Is it permissible for our (trained Ulama) to verify Moon Sighting on Skype when physical access is not possible and where time to declare an Islamic month is of the essence?



Page 11 of 13 
 

 

 

 

 



Page 12 of 13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 13 of 13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

admin
Text Box
This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk




